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rJpHE  following  Narrative  was  originally 
written  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  an 
aged  parent ;  if  curiofity  be  not  an  inade* 
quate  and  improper  term  to  exprefs  the 

.  |L  <g  ..  / 

ftrong  intereft  which  a  father  muft  feel  in 
the  dangers  and  misfortunes  of  a  fon.  It  has 
been  read  in  manufeript  by  a  confiderablc 
number  of  intelligent  perfons,  who  are  of 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  witfi-held 
from  the  Public. 

Narratives  of  this  fort  are  generally  in- 
terefting,  from  the  uncommon  and  extra- 
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ordinary  fcenes  which  they  exhibit.  They 
may  often  be  ufefui  to  fufterers  in  fimi- 
Iar  circumftances,  by  teaching  them  the 
means  of  palliating  diftrefs,  of  averting  dan- 
ger y  and  of  prolonging  life.  They  cannot 
be  entirely  unprofitable  to  any  one,  who  ac¬ 
quires  from  the  perufal  of  fuch  a  lingular 
detail  of  fadts,  what  they  are  fo  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  imprefs  on  the  human  mind,  a  lef- 
Ibn  of  patience  under  calamities,  apparently 
the  moft  intolerable,  and  of  hope  and  cou¬ 
rage  in  fituations  which  feem  the  moft  def- 
perate ;  and  who  is  thereby  taught  that 
cheerful  fubmiffion  to  the  unfearchable  de¬ 
crees  of  Providence,  and  that  unlhaken  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Dif- 

pofer  of  the  Worlds  which  are  thebeft  auxi- 

*  •> 

liaries  of  human  frailty,  atid  the  only  inex- 

hauftible 
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hauftible  fource  of  a  conftant  and  exalted 
fortitude. 

Extraordinary  as  the  circumftances  may 
appear  which  are  related  in  the  following 
pages,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  the  moft  fcep- 
tical  reader  to  doubt  the  truth  of  any  of 
them.  They  are  attefted,  as  will  be  found 

in  the  fequel,  by  the  oath  of  three  of  the 

* 

fufferers,  and  fome  of  the  moft  material 
fadts  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  they  muft 
have  been  known  to  many  others.  The 
original  affidavit,  to  the  truth  of  the  whole, 
conftitutes  part  of  the  public  record  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company’s  fettlement  at  Chit¬ 
tagong  ;  and  the  original  letters  are  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  W.  Mackay’s  family.  The 
Editor  is  convinced  that  all  readers  of  tafte 

will 
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will  approve  the  caution  with  which  he  has 

revifed  the  manufcript.  He  is  fatisfied,  that 

1 

even  at  the  hazard  of  differing  fome  inac- 

% 
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curacies  to  remain,  the  peculiarities  with 
which  the  language  of  the  writer  is  tinctur¬ 
ed  by  his  profeffion  and  fituation  ought  to 
be  preferved,  that  it  may  be  an  exaCt  image 
of  his  mind,  and  even  of  his  feelings,  at  the 
time,  and  that  the  flighted:  fufpicion  may 
not  be  entertained  of  any  addition  or  mif- 
reprefentation  of  fa  Cl. 

That  this  Publication  did  not  appear 
much  earlier,  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  con- 
ftant  profeflional  engagements  of  Mr.  Mac- 
kay,  fmce  his  flup wreck.  On  his  arrival 
at  Calcutta  in  December,  1/95,  being  a 
young  man,  and  perfectly  recovered  from  all 

the 
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the  effects  of  that  difafter,  he  was  appointed 
to  one  of  the  Company’s  country  Ihips<> 
which  was  difpatched  for  Europe,  and  ar¬ 
rived  in  Auguft,  1 7Q0«  No  fooner  had  fhe 
difcharged  her  cargo,  than  Hie  was  ordered 
out  to  the  Weft-Indies  with  troops,  and  did 
not  return  till  Auguft,  1797*  In  the  month 
of  November  following,  Mr.  Mackay  failed 
again  for  India.  The  letters  were  accord-  . 
ingly  written  during  the  ftiort  intervals  of 
duty,  in  circumftances  by  no  means  favour** 
able  to  diftinct  recollection,  and  an  accurate¬ 
ly  detailed  narration. 

The  Editor  not  having  the  advantage  of 

( 

Mr.  Mackay’s  own  affiftance,  hopes  that,  if 
in  the  few  corrections  which  he  has  hazard¬ 
ed,  he  fliould  any  where  have  mif-ftated 


matters 


Yin 

matters  relating  to  navigation,  he  may  ex¬ 
pert  the  indulgence  of  nautical  readers ; 
and  he  hopes  for  the  fame  candour  in  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  the  cuftoms  and  ufages  of 

*  ' 

* 

the  Eaft,  from  thofe  who  are  bell  acquainted 
with  that  fubjedh 


\ 


NARRATIVE, 


NARRATIVE, 

&C.  t&’l'. 


Portjmouth,  Nov .  1,  1 797- 


MY  DEAR  FATHER, 

IN  obedience  to  your  repeated  commands,  I  fhall 
endeavour,  before  my  final  departure  for  India, 
to  give  you  a  full  account  of  the  lofs  of  the  Juno, 
with  the  fubfequent  trials,  and  providential  efcape, 
of  a  fmall  part  of  her  crew.  The  duties  of  my 
profeffion  have  fo  occupied  my  time,  as  to  leave 
me  no  leifure  for  executing  the  talk  fooner ;  and 
when  I  have  attempted  it,  I  generally  found  my- 
felf  fo  much  agitated  by  the  painful  recollection, 
that  I  have  been  unable  to  proceed.  Time,  how¬ 
ever,  has  fo  blunted  the  edge  of  my  feelings,  that 
I  can  now  turn  my  thoughts  to  the  fubjedt  with 
more  compofure,  and  though  the  picture  may  be 
lefs  lively  than  it  would  probably  have  been,  if 
earlier  drawn,  it  will,  I  trull.  Hill  convey  an  inte- 
refting,  as  well  as  faithful  reprefen tation,  of  the 
fcene. 

I  am 
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I  am  aware  of  my  own  inability  to  write  for  the 
public  eye,  but  if  (as  fome  have  fuggefted)  the  fol¬ 
lowing  narrative  fhould  be  thought  worthy  of  pub¬ 
lication,  I  have  no  objeclion*to  your  giving  it  to 
the  World,  in  any  form  you  judge  proper. 

I  have  already  drawn  up  a  haffy  {ketch  of  the 
principal  facts  and  circumftances,  to  which,  jointly 
with  two  of  my  fellow-fufterers,  I  made  affidavit, 
as  will  appear  in  the  fequcl ;  and  as  what  I  now 
offer  you  is  only  a  more  detailed  Narrative  of  the 
fubftance  of  that  affidavit,  I  with  it  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  given  under  the  fandtion  of  the  fame  fo- 
lemn  obligation. 

For  reafons  with  which  you  are  already  ac¬ 
quainted,  I  quitted,  at  Rangoon,  the  capital  of 
Pegu  *,  the  veffel  to  which  I  formerly  belonged, 

and 


*  Pegu  is  a  kingdom  of  the  farther  India,  fituated  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  between  the  15th  and  24th  degrees  of 
north  latitude.  It  is  bounded  on  the  weft  and  fouth-weft  by  the 
fea;  on  the  fouth-eaft,  by  the  kingdom,  of  Siam  ;  on  the  north, 
by  that  range  of  mountains  which  bounds  the  Empire  of  China 
to  the  fouth-weft;  and  on  the  north- weft,  by  the  kingdom  of  Ava. 
Its  extreme  length  is,  from  fouth  by  weft  to  north  by  eaft,  about 
fix  hundred  miles;  and  its  greateft  breadth,  aboift  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles. 

This  country  was  once  fubjeef  to  an  independent  Prince;  but 
about  fixty  years  ago  a  revolution  took  place,  by  which  it  be¬ 
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and  accepted  the  fituation  of  fecond  mate  of  the 
Juno,  Captain  Alexander  Bremner,  then  lying  at 
that  place.,  and  taking  in  a  cargo  of  teak-wood  # 

for 

came  a  province  of  the  kingdom  of  Ava.  The  old  metropolis 
took  its  name  from  a  branch  of  the  Syrian  river,  on  which  it 
was  fituated  ;  but  the  feat  of  Government  has  fince  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Rangoon,  on  another  branch  of  the  fame  river,  about 
x6°.  30'.  North  latitude,  96°.  30'.  Eafl  longitude.  This 
capital  confifts  of  two  parts,  the  one  of  which  is  enclofed  by  a 
high  ftoccade,  and  furni died  with  gates  ;  but  without  a  wall,  or 
any  place  where  guns  can  be  mounted,  and  this  is  called  the  fort. 
The  other  part  extends  a  confiderable  way  down  the  river,  and 
is  entirely  open.  The  houfes  are  all  confixudled  of  wood,  and 
raifed  on  pretty  high  pillars,  which  is  a  necefiary  precaution,  as 
the  flowing  of  the  tide  lays  mod:  of  the  town  under  water.  The 
(ireets  are  not  paved ;  and  are  only  pafiable  by  means  of  a  plank, 
which  is  laid  along  from  one  end  to  the  other,  fo  that  when  two 
perfons  meet,  one  of  them  is  often  obliged  to  (lep  into  the  mire. 
The  whole  country  is  low,  and  the  land  can  only  be  feen  at  a 
very  fliort  diftance  from  fea.  The  water  is  (hallow  many  leagues 
off  the  coaft,  fo  that  (hips  get  into  three  or  four  fathoms  water 
before  they  come  within  fight  of  land.  At  the  new  and  full 
moon,  the  tides  near  the  bar  rife  about  twenty  feet  perpendicu¬ 
lar,  and  their  flow  is  amazingly  rapid.  The  exports  from  this 
kingdom  are  teak-wood,  tin,  bees- wax,  gold,  nitre,  areca,  cachow 
petroleum,  grain,  animals,  fruit,  &c.  See  Co?icife  Account  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Pegu ,  by  IK.  Hunter ,  A.M.  Surgeon  in  the  Honourable 
Raft -India  Company's  Service. 

*  This  moft  ufeful  tree  is,  according  to  Dr.  Roxburgh,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  various  parts  of  India,  viz  :  of  the  mountainous  parts  of 
the  Malabar  and  Coromandel  coafts,  of  the  mountains  bordering 
on  the  banks  of  the  Godavery,  above  Rajahmundry,  Pegu,  &c. 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  Col.  Kyd  have  begun,  fome  time  ago,  to 
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for  Madras.  The  Juno  was  a  fhip  of  450  tons 
burthen,  very  much  out  of  repair,  and  in  all  refpedls 

introduce  it  into  Bengal,  where  it  thrives  well.  On  the  Coro¬ 
mandel  Coaft  it  dowers  in  the  hot  feafon  ;  feed  ripe  in  Auguft 
and  September. 

The  wood  of  this  tree,  the  only  ufeful  part  of  it,  from  long 
experience  has  been  found  to  be  by  far  the  moft  ufeful  timber  in 
Alia  ;  it  is  light,  eafi ly  worked,  and  at  the  fame  time  both  ftrong 
and  durable  :  that  which  grows  near  the  banks  of  the  Godavery 
is  beautifully  veined,  confulerablv  clofer  in  the  grain  and  heavier 
than  any  other  I  have  feen  ;  itris  therefore  particularly  fit  for 
furniture,  gim  carriages,  &c.  when  final!  timber  is  wanted.  For 
fhip  building  the  teak  is  reckoned  fuperror  to  any  other  fort  of 
wood,  being  light,  ftrong  and  very  durable,  either  in  or  out  of 
the  water. — Plants  of  the  Coafl  of  Coromandel ;  publijhed  by  Order 
f  the  Eajl  India  Company.  1795.  Page  14. 

The  principal  objedl  of  Europeans  who  frequent  this  port, 
(Rangoon)  is  the  trade  of  Teak  wood,  which  is  produced  in  greater 
plenty  in  Pegu,  than  in  any  other  part  of  India.  This  is  a  tree 
which  grows  to  a  very  confiderable  fize;  and  in  its  texture,  except 
that  it  is  more  flexible  and  not  quite  fo  hard,  refembles  the  Oak.  It 
is  of  the  moft  univerfal  ufe  all  over  India,  not  only  in  makincr 
of  furniture,  but  more  efpecially,  in  the  conftrudlion  of  fhips ; 
and  it  has  this  advantage  over  every  kind  of  wood  employed  in 
-Europe  for  that  purpofe,  that  it  is  much  lets  corruptible  in  wa¬ 
ter.  Accordingly  we  find  that  vefiels  built  of  this  wood  laft 
much  longer  than  any  others.  But  although  this  timber  abounds 
more,  and  is  cheaper  here  than  in  other  places,  yet  it  is  not  of 
the  beft  quality  ;  for  from  the  moifture  and  richnefs  of  the  foil, 
it  grows  up  fafter,  and  confequently  acquires  Iefs  folidity  than 
in  parts  which  are  dry,  bleak,  and  expofed  to  the  force  of  the 
winds.  And  this  is  the  reafon  why  {hips  built  at  Bombay,  when 
they  are  fupplied  with  wood  from  the  Balaghat  mountains,  are 
leis  fubjefl  to  decay.— -See  Hunter's  Account  of  Pegu ,  quoted p.  3. 
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badly  provided  for  fea.  Her  crew  confided  of  53 
men,  chiefly  LafcarS,  or  native  feamen,  with  a  few 
Europeans  ;  and  we  had  alfo  on  board,  the  Cap¬ 
tain’s  wife,  her  maid  (a  young  woman  of  the  coun¬ 
try)  and  fome  Malays  to  afiift  in  working  the  fhip, 
in  all  72  fouls. 

We  failed  the  29th  of  May,  1795,  and  beating 
out  with  the  young  ebb,  in  five  to  feven  fathoms 
water,  with  foft  mud,  about  6  P.  M.  fhoaled  fud- 
denly  to  a  quarter  lefs  four  fathoms.  The  fhip 
was  immediately  ordered  about,  but  the  helm  was 
fcarcely  a-lee  when  fhe  itruck  on  a  hard  fand  bank. 

All  was  hove  a-baek  in  order  to  get  her  off,  but 
without  effedt ;  both  the  bower  anchors  were  let 
go  to  prevent  her  driving  farther  on,  and  they 
held  her  fome  time,  till,  one  of  the  cables  parting, 
fhe  dragged  the  other  anchor ;  whereupon  we  let 
go  the  fheet-anehor,  which  brought  us  up.  It  was 
the  laft  quarter  ebb,  and  we  had  no  doubt  of  get¬ 
ting  her  off  on  the  flood,  provided  we  could  keep 
her  from  upfetting  at  low  water.  We  therefore 
itruck  top-gallant-yards  and  mails,  to  relieve  her 
of  as  much  top  weight  as  poilible.  At  low  water 
fhe  heeled  fo  much  as  to  alarm  us,  but  floated  off  • 
with  the  flood.  We  hove  up  our  anchors,  Hand¬ 
ing  off  under  a  prefs  of  fail  into  deep  water ;  and 
as  flie  made  no  water,  we  hoped  fhe  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  any  material  damage.  On  the  lit  of  June 

a  gale 
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a  gale  commenced  at  S.  S.  W.  with  a  very  high 
fea  ;  the  fhip  laboured  much;  and  very  foon  fprung 
a  leak.  During  fix  days  the  gale  laded;  it  required 
the  utmoft  exertion  of  all  hands,  without  didinc- 
tion,  to  keep  her  free,  the  pump-gear  getting  fre-» 
quently  out  of  order  by  condant  hard  working. 
We  unfortunately  had  no  carpenter  on  board,  and 
fcarcely  any  carpenter’s  tools,  but  we  made  fhift, 
with  the  few  we  had,  to  repair  the  pumps  as  often 
as  it  became  necedary.  We  were  frequently  foil¬ 
ed  by  the  fand  ballad  choaking  them,  which 
obliged  us  to  hoid  out  and  clear  them,  after 
having,  to  no  purpofe,  tried  many  expedients  to 
prevent  their  fucking  up  the  fand.  We  held  fe- 
veral  confutations  about  returning  to  Rangoon, 
but  the  many  dangers  attending  the  making  that 
coad,  (a  lee-fhore  fo  low  as  not  to  be  feen  above 
eight  or  ten  miles  off,  and  at  that  didance  only  fe~ 
ven  fathoms  water)  made  us  unanimous  in  opinion, 
that  as  long  as  any  hope  could  be  entertained  of 
faving  the  veflel,  we  fhould  endeavour  to  keep  her 
clear  of  the  coad  of  Pegu, 


On  the  dxth,  the  gale  abated,  the  fhip  made 
lefs  water,  and  required  but  one  pump  condantly 
going.  We  difcovered  a  leak  between  wind  and 
water  along  the  dern-pod,  and  the  dr d  calm  day 
got  out  the  jolly-boat,  and  nailed  fome  tarred  can¬ 
vas  and  oakum  on  it,  with  flieet  lead  over  alb 

This 
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This  expedient  fo  far  fucceeded,  that  while  good 
weather  continued,  (he  required  pumping  but  once 
every  watch,  which  led  us  to  imagine  we  had  ef¬ 
fectually  flopped  the  leak;  we  therefore  congratu¬ 
lated  each  other  on  our  fuppofed  deliverance,  and 
proceeded  chcarfully  on  the  voyage.  But  our  con¬ 
gratulations  were  premature.  Happy  had  it  been 
for  us,  if  we  had  embraced  the  opportunity  of  re¬ 
turning  to  Rangoon,  to  have  the  leak  properly  fe- 
eured,  and  the  fhip  prepared  for  encountering  the 
dangers  which  might  reafonably  be  expected  in 
the  bay  of  Bengal,  in  the  middle  of  the  fouth-wefl 
monfoon.  We  muff  all  have  been  infatuated  when 
we  imagined  that  a  piece  of  canvas,  though  it 
might  exclude  the  water  in  moderate  weather, 
could  fufficiently  fecure  fuch  a  leak  as  ours,  when 
the  fhip  fhould  come  to  labour. 

The  repairs  of  the  pump-gear  were  hardly  finifh- 
ed,  when,  on  the  12th  of  June,  a  fevere  gale  com¬ 
menced  at  W.  S.  W.  From  the  beginning  of  it, 
the  fhip  made  more  water  than  fhe  had  done  be¬ 
fore,  and  we  experienced  the  fame  diftreffing  con  * 
fequcnces,  the  choaking  of  the  pumps  and  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  pump-gear.  We  laboured  incefiantly 
with  three  pumps,  and  baling  alfo  with  a  bucket  ; 
fuch  of  us  as  could  handle  carpenter’s  tools  work¬ 
ing  with  them  and  pumping  alternately.  Towards 
the  lOth,  almoft  exhaufted  with  fatigue  and  want 

B  4  of 


(  s  ) 


of  reft,  we  began  to  entertain  ferious  apprehensions 
for  our  fafety  ;  we  therefore  determined  to  fet  all 
the  fail  we  could  carry,  and  keep  her  away,  fo  as 
to  fetch  the  neared  part  of  the  coad  of  Coroman¬ 
del,  propofing  afterwards  to  coad  it  along  to  Ma¬ 
dras,  or  bear  up  for  Bengal,  as  our  Situation  fhould 
permit.  We  according  fet  the  clofe-reefed  top- 
fails,  and  courfes,  and  bore  up ;  but  the  pumps  re¬ 
quiring  fuch  condant  labour,  it  was  not  in  our 
power  to  pay  the  neceffiiry  attention  to  the  fails, 
fo  that  before  the  18th,  they  were  all  blown  away 
from  the  yards,  except  the  forefail,  with  which  we 
lay  to,  till  the  20th,  at  noon,  being  in  latitude 
17°  10'  N.  and  (by  reckoning)  about  9°  W.  of 
Cape  Negrais.  The  Chip  now  pitched  fo  deep  and 
heavy,  that  we  fometimes  defpaired  of  her  ever 
riling  again,  and  our  people  were  fo  much  alarm¬ 
ed,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  kept  them  to  their 
dations  About  noon  we  wore,  hauled  up  the  fore¬ 
fail,  and  kept  before  the  wind  under  bare  poles, 
uniting  in  a  general  effort  at  the  pumps  and 
buckets,  in  hopes  to  clear  her ;  but  in  vain.  The 
men  who  were  below  coming  up  at  eight  with  the 
news  that  the  water  reached  the  lower  deck,  the 
Lafcars  gave  themfelves  up  to  defpair,  nor  did  a 
ray  of  hope  prefent  itfelf  even  to  us  Europeans. 
An  idea  generally  prevailing  that  the  fhip  mult  go 
to  the  bottom,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  fand  bal¬ 
lad  under  the  timber,  the  people  were  clamorous 

for 
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for  getting  out  the  boats,  which  we  knew  could 
be  of  no  fervice,  as  we  had  only  an  old  jolly-boat, 
and  a  dx-oared  pinnace*  both  {battered  and  leaky. 
It  was  thought  advifeable  to  cut  away  the  mam- 
mad  to  lighten  the  (hip,  and,  if  podible,  keep  her 
from  linking  till  morning.  About  nine  this  was 
effected  ;  but  unfortunately  the  wreck  of  the  malt 
filling  within  board,  in  the  confufion  this  occa- 
lioned,  the  men  at  the  helm  let  the  (hip  broach 
to,  and  the  fea  made  a  fair  paftage  over  all.  At 
this  critical  moment,  Mrs.  Bremner,  who  had  been 
in  bed  below,  found  means  to  get  up  the  hatch¬ 
way  ;  Mr.  Wade,  chief  mate,  and  myfelf,  helped 
her  to  the  quarter-deck  rail,  and  were  making 
her  fall  in  the  mizen  rigging,  when  the  fhip  came 
to  her  utmoft  bearings,  and  inftantly  fettled  down. 
From  the  fuddennefs  of  the  jerk,  we  thought  die 
was  going  to  the  bottom,  but  die  went  no  farther 
than  jult  bringing  the  upper  deck  under  water. 
All  hands  fcrambled  up  the  rigging  to  efcape  in¬ 
fant  dcdruclion,  moving  gradually  upward  as  each 
fucceeding  wave  buried  them  dill  deeper.  Captain 
Bremner,  his  wife,  Mr.  Wade,  and  myfelf,  with  a 
few  others,  then  got  into  the  mizen  top;  all  the  reft 
clungaboutthe  mizen  rigging,  except  one  man,  who, 
happening  to  be  forward  at  the  time, gained  the  fore¬ 
top.  Mrs.  Bremner  complained  much  of  cold,  hav¬ 
ing  no  covering  but  a  fhift  and  draw-petticoat,  and 
as  I  happened  to  be  better  clothed  than  her  huf- 

band. 
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band,  I  pulled  off  my  jacket,  and  gave  it  to  her. 
Finding,  contrary  to  our  firft  apprehenfions,  that  the 
fhip  was  not  likely  to  go  to  the  bottom,  *  we  cut 
away  with  our  knives  the  yards,  &c.  about  the  mi- 
zen  matt,  left  the  additional  weight  of  fo  many 
perfons  fhould  carry  away  the  matt.  Though  the 
fhip  rolled  fo  violently,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
we  could  hold  ourfelves  fail,  through  exceffive  fa¬ 
tigue  fome  went  to  fleep  before  day  ;  but,  for  my 
part,  I  could  not  fufficiently  compofe  myfelf.  At 
firft  there  did  not  appear  to  me  the  fmalleft  ground 
for  hope,  yet,  after  two  or  three  hours  reflection, 
as  a  finking  man  grafps  at  a  ftraw,  it  occurred  to  me 
that,  at  the  return  of  day  light  we  fhould  fee  land, 
or  that  fome  veffiel  might  heave  in  fight  and  pick 
us  up.  I  felt  perfectly  refigned  to  my  fate  while  it 
feemed  inevitable,  but  from  the  moment  I  indulg¬ 
ed  a  hope  of  being  faved,  I  could  not  endure  the 
idea  of  an  untimely  death,  and  liftened  during  the 
remainder  of  the  night  in  anxious  expectation  of 
hearing  a  gun,  feveral  times  imagining  I  actually 
heard  one;  and  whenever  I  mentioned  this  to  my 
companions,  each  fancied  he  heard  the  fame  report. 
At  dawn  of  day  one  of  the  men  called  out  u  a  fail 
phis  was  anfwered  by  the  Muffulmans  with  an  eja¬ 
culation 


*  The  cargo  being  Teak  wood,  which  is  fpecifically  lighter 
than  water,  it  was  phyfically  impoffible  th&t  the  veffel  fhould  fink ; 
and  the  fand  ballaft  below  preferved  her  upright  pofition. 
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culation  to  their  Prophet,  which  reminding  us  of 
what  we  owed  to  our  God,  we  endeavoured  to  of¬ 
fer  up  our  humble  thanks  for  the  deliverance 
which  we  now  thought  certain  ;  but  the  man’s 
fight  deceived  him  as  cruelly  as  my  hearing  had 
deceived  me  through  the  night.  Perhaps  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  our  fubfequent  trials,  we  did 
not  experience  more  exquifite  pair*  than  thisdifap- 
pointment  gave  us.  My  heart  died  within  me, 

I  regretted  having  indulged  hopes  which  proved 
thus  altogether  delufive,  and  my  fpirits  were  fo 
difquieted  I  could  not  regain  that  tranquillity  of 
mind  which  at  firft  fupported  me. 

The  profpedt  prefented  to  our  view,  on  the  re¬ 
turn  of  day,  was  awful  beyond  defcription — a  tre-  1 
mendous  gale  of  wind,  the  fea  running  mountains 
high,  and  the  fnip  driving,  we  knew  not  whither  ; 
the  upper  deck  and  upper  parts  of  the  hull  going 
to  pieces,  and  the  rigging  that  fupported  the  mafc, 
to  which  7 2  unfortunate  wretches  clung,  giving 
way,  every  moment  threatened  to  clofc  the  fcene. 
The  fhrieks  of  the  women  and  Lafcars  added  to 
the  general  horror.  Some  voluntarily  yielded  to 
their  fate  at  once,  while  others,  unable  to  keep 
their  hold,  were  wafhed  out  of  the  rigging  ;  but  the 
greater  part  were  referred  for  trials  yet  more 
dreadful.  The  gale  continued  unabated  for  three 
flays,  the  return  of  each  day  aggravating  the  mi- 
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ferry  of  onr  fituation.  We  faw  that  we  might  re¬ 
main  on  the  wreck  till  carried  off  by  famine,  the 
moll  frightful  fhape  in  which  death  could  appear  to 
us.  I  eonfefs  it  was  my  intention,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  reft,  to  prolong  my  exiftence  by  the  only 
means  that  feemed  likely  to  occur,  eating  the 
flefh  of  any  whofe  life  might  terminate  before 
my  own.  But  this  idea  we  did  not  communicate, 
or  even  hint  to  each  other,  till  long  afterwards,  ex¬ 
cept  once  that  the  Gunner  (a  Roman  Catholic) 
afked  me,  if  I  thought  there  would  be  a  fin  in  ha¬ 
ving  recourfe  to  fuch  an  expedient.  From  want 
of  room  in  the  mizen,  fome  of  the  men  quitted  it, 
intending  to  fwim  forward  to  the  fore-top  ;  and 
three  or  four  loft  their  lives  in  the  attempt.  My 
agitation  was,  after  fome  time,  fucceeded  by  a  fort 
of  callous,  or  rather  fullen  indifference.  I  tried 
to  doze  away  the  hours,  and  wifhed  above  all  for  a 
ftate  of  infenfibility.  The  ufclefs  lamentations  of 
my  fellow  fuffcrers  provoked  me,  and  inftead  of 
fympathizing,  I  was  angry  at  being  difturbed  by 
them.  During  the  firft  three  days  I  did  not  fuffer 
much  from  hunger  or  thirft,  the  weather  being 
cool  and  cloudy  ;  but  on  the  fourth  the  wind  abat¬ 
ed,  the  clouds  difperfed,  and  left  us  expofed  to  the 
fcorching  heat  of  a  vertical  fun,  which  foon  rouzed 
me  to  the  keeneft  fenfe  of  my  fituation.  Hither¬ 
to  the  apprehenfion  of  what  might  be  to  come 
proved  more  intolerable  than  any  thing  I  actually 

experienced. 


(13  )'  .  ? 

experienced.  Though  my  fenfations,  particularly 
of  third,  were  exquifltcly  painful,  they  were  not  fo 
violent  as  what  1  had  read  of  in  fimilar  cafes.  But 
I  now  began  to  feel  in  reality  what  I  had  already 
tortured  myfelf  with  in  imagination,  and  I  dreaded 
I  was  approaching  to  the  point  I  had  figured  to 
myfelf,  which  the  cries  of  thofe  among  us,  moil 
given  to  complaining,  led  me  to  think  they  had  ac¬ 
tually  reached.  I  recollected  however  having  read 
in  Captain  Inglefield’s  Narrative,  that  his  boat’s 
crew  had  received  great  benefit  from  lying  down 
by  turns  in  a  blanket,  which  had  been  previously 
dipped  in  the  fea,  the  pores  of  the  fkin  ab  Sorbing 
the  water,  and  leaving  the  fait  on  the  furface. 
This  praCtice  I  adopted  as  far  as  I  could,  by  dip¬ 
ping  a  flannel  waiftcoat  I  wore  next  my  fkin  from 
time  to  time  in  the  fea.  Many  of  my  companions 
who  followed  my  example,  agreed  that  it  refrefhcd 
them,  and  I  am  convinced  that,  by  the  blefllng  of 
God,  it  was  the  means  of  faving  my  life.  It  was 
further  ufeful  by  occupying  the  mind,  and  pre¬ 
venting  defpondency  ;  I  always  found  a  Secret  fa- 
tisfaCtion  in  every  exertion  for  the  preservation  of 
my  life. 

The  night  of  the  fourth  day  I  had  a  moft  re¬ 
freshing  fleep,  in  which  my  mind  dwelt  on  former 
Scenes,  particularly  on  yourfelf,  and  all  thofe  near- 
eft  to  my  heart.  I  dreamed  that  I  was  in  a  raging 
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fever,  and  that  you  were  praying  by  my  bed  fide, 
dreffed  in  lawn,  and  with  a  mitre  like  a  bifhop  ; 
that  while  you  continued  praying  the  fever  went 
off,  but  whenever  you  ceafed  it  returned.  I  then 
thought  you  adminidered  the  facrament  to  me, 
and  juft  as  I  was  about  to  put  the  cup  to  my  lips 
I  awoke.  This  dream  made  a  deep  impreffion  on 
my  mind,  and  the  inference  I  drew  from  it  was, 
that  you  had  departed  this  life,  and  were  in  heaven 
a  witnefs  of  my  fufferings.  Some  of  the  circum- 
flances  brought  to  my  recolledlion  the  mifery  of 
my  uncle’s  family  while  his  fon  was  a  miffing,  and 
the  idea  of  what  you  mud  ail  fuffer  on  my  account 
greatly  didreffed  me.  But  I  called  to  mind  the 
good  1  efforts  I  had  learned  from  you  in  earlier  days, 
and  found  they  had  a  wonderful  effect  in  calming 
my  fpirits,  and  infpiring  fortitude  ;  I  humbly  en¬ 
deavoured  to  make  my  peace  with  God,  and  was 
reconciled  to  die. 

On  the  25th,  (the  fifth  day  from  the  fhip’s  going 
down*)  the  fird  two  perfons  died  of  want,  which 
greatly  affected  the  furvivors.  The  one  went  off 
fuddenly ;  the  other  languifhed  fome  hours  in  great 
agony,  having  fird  been  feized  with  violent  retch¬ 
ings, 

*  By  the  note,  bottom  of  page  7,  the  reader  will  perceive, 
that  by  going  down  is  only  meant,  that  the  {hip’s  hull  went  un¬ 
der  water,  for  it  was  not  poflible  Ihe  fhould  go  to  the  bottom. 
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mgs,  which  brought  on  ftrong  convuliions  ;  and  I 
afterwards  remarked  thefe  fymptoms  were  furc 
prefages  of  an  approaching  painful  death.  This 
day  was  very  hot,  and  the  fea  fmooth.  The  Cap¬ 
tain  and  Chief  Mate  having  always  expreffed  great 
confidence  in  rafts,  fome  hands  were  employed  in 
conftrudting  one  from  the  fore  yard,  fprit  fail  yard, 
and  fome  other  fmaJI  fpars  which  were  ftill  towed 
to  the  wreck. — It  being  finifhed  next  day  about 
noon,  the  people  began  to  get  upon  it,  and  the 
Captain,  obferving  the  general  movement,  hurried 
down  from  the  mizen  top,  with  Mrs.  Bremner,  and 
Mr.  Wade.  Though  I  did  not  approve  of  the 
plan,  yielding  to  the  impulfe  of  the  moment,  I  fol¬ 
lowed  their  example;  but  the  raft  being infufficient 
to  fupport  us  all,  a  conteft  arofe,the  ftrongefl  forc¬ 
ed  off  the  weakeft,  and  obliged  them  to  return  to 
the  wreck. — Juft  as  they  were  about  to  cut  the 
rope  which  made  them  fait,  I  afked  Captain  Brem¬ 
ner  in  what  direction  he  fuppofed  the  land  lay,  and 
what  probability  he  thought  there  was  of  making 
it  ? — Receiving  no  anfwer,  I  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  return  to  the  wreck,  but  finding  I 
could  make  no  impreflion  on  him,  nor  on  any  of 
the  reft,  was  content  to  remain  with  them,  and  we 
paddled  away  before  the  wind  with  pieces  of  plank, 
which  the  people  had  previoufly  fhaped  with  their 
knives  into  the  form  of  paddles.  We  had  not  gone 
far  when  we  found  our  number  ftill  too  great  for 

the 
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the  raft ;  I  fei  zed  the  opportunity  of  renewing  my 
remonftrances,  which  had  the  defired  efFedt  ort 
Mr.  Wade,  who  agreed  to  return  with  me  to  the 
maft  head  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  party,  willing  to 
lighten  the  raft,  readily  afftfted  us  irr  regaining  our 
former  ftation.  They  again  departed,  and  were 
out  of  fight  by  fun-fet. — I  muft  confefs  it  fome- 
times  occurred  to  me  how  eafy  it  was  to  put  an  end 
to  my  fufFerings,  and  while  the  raft  was  conftrudt- 
ing  I  felt  an  inclination  to  get  upon  it,  from  an 
idea  that  it  would  be  impoftible  to  live  24  hours 
in  that  fituation. — But  it  pleafed  God  to  fortify  my 
mind  againft  fuch  defponding  thoughts,  and  to 
endow  me  with  a  degree  of  patience  and  refigna  - 
tion  I  once  thought  impoftible  for  any  man  to  pof- 
fefs,  under  fuch  protradied  fufFering.  I  refolved 
therefore,  to  remain  on  the  wreck,  and  there  to 
await  the  will  of  Providence. 

The  morning  of  the  27  th,  we  were  furprized  to ' 
fee  the  raft  along  fide  of  us,  on  the  oppofite  quar¬ 
ter  to  that  from  which  it  had  fet  out.  The  peo¬ 
ple  upon  it  having  paddled  all  night,  till  their 
ftrength  was  exhaufted,  without  knowing  in  what 
diredtion,  they  drifted  at  random,  and  at  day-light 
finding  themfelves  clofe  to  us,  quitted  the  raft,  and 
joined  us  at  the  maft  heads.  Captain  Bremner  v 
foon  after  became  delirious,  which  fo  alarmed  his 
wife  as  to  throw  her  into  convulfions.  He  was  a 
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Wrong  hearty  man,  rather  pall  middle  age  ;  the  a 
•lelicate  young  woman,  and  they  had  not  been 
married  above  eleven  months.  In  the  firft  flages 
of  our  dill  refs  the  fight  of  his  wife  feemed  to  give 
the  Captain  pain,  as  if  it  reproached  him  with  ha¬ 
ving  brought  her  into  her  prcfent  danger  ;  but  he 
now  fcarcely  permitted  her  to  quit  his  arms,  and 
Sometimes  obliged  us  to  ufe  force  to  refcue  her  from 
the  violence  of  his  embraces.  In  his  phrenzy,  he 
thought  he  faw  a  table  covered  with  all  forts  of 
choice  meats,  and  wildly  demanded  why  we  did 


nerall  turned  on  eating  ,  or  drinking,  often  on  his 
wife,  and  fometimes  on  other  fubjects. 


Fearing  the  bad  confequences  of  drinking  fait- 
water,  I  refrained  from  it  as  long  as  poffible,  till  un¬ 
able  to  endure  the  parching  heat  of  my  ftomach 
and  bowels,  and  thinking  my  diflolution  at  hand,  I 
went  down  to  indulge  myfelf  with  a  lafl  draught,, 
and  drank  perhaps  near  two  quarts.  To  my  great 
aflonifhment,  ihflead  of  injuring,  it  revived,  both 
my  flrength  and  fpirits,  but  Hill  confidering  it  as 
certain  poifon,  I  every  moment  expected  my  laft 
ap'onies  to  beein.  In  this  too  I  was  miftaken  :  I 

o  o 

got  a  found  deep,  and  my  inward  heat  abated;  1 

felt  ftronger,  and  though  it  purged  and  griped  me 

violent! y,  the  inconvenience  was**, trivial  when 
•  ■* 

C  compared 
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compared  with  the  benefit  that  always  refulted 
from  it. 

% 

The  morning  of  the  28th,  Mr.  Wade  declared 
he  could  bear  his  fituation  no  longer,  and  would 
go  once  more  on  the  raft,  if  I  would  accompany 
him.  I  rejected  his  propofal,  and  tried  to  diffuade 
him  from  it,  but  without  effect. — Any  death,  faid 
he,  was  preferable  to  his  prefent  exiftence,  and  no¬ 
thing  could  change  his  refolution.  lie  prevailed  on 
two  Italian  Sccundies,  (helmfmen)  two  Malays,  and 
three  or  four  La  fears  to  join  him,  and  in  a  few  hours 
we  loft  fight  of  them.  In  the  evening  there  came  on 
a  fquall,  which  in  all  probability  proved  fatal  to 
them,  though  to  us  it  brought  the  moft  feafonable 
relief,  as  it  was  accompanied  with  heavy  rain  :  we 
had  no  means  of  catching  it,  but  by  fpreading  out 
our  gloat hs,  molt  of  which  had  been  fo  drenched 
by  the  fait  water,  that  at  firft  they  tainted  the  frefh, 
but  the  rain  was  fo  heavy  that  it  foon  wafhed  out 
the  fait ;  and  we  afterwards  referved  one  part  of 
our  clothes  for  catching  the  frefh  water,  and  ano- 
ther-  for  dipping  in  the  fea,  as  oecalion  might  re¬ 
quire.  After  this  we  were  feldom  forty-eight,  hours 
without  a  fhower,  and  in  the  intervals,  when  we 
had  notflrength  left  to  go  down  ourfelves,  it  was 
or  roe  (tart  practice  to  lower  a  jacket,  or  piece 
oi  cloth,  into  the  fea  by  means  of  a  rope  yarn,  and 

aPP!y 


(  19  ) 


apply  it  thus  moiflened  to  our  bodies.  Whenever 
a  heavy  fhower  afforded  us  a  few  mouthfuls  of  frefh 
water,  (either  by  catching  the  drops  as  they  fell,  or 
fqueezing  them  out  of  our  clothes)  it  infufed  new 
life  and  vigour  into  us,  and  for  a  while  we  almoll 
forgot  our  mifery. — -Another  expedient  we  had 
frequent  recourfe  to,  finding  it  fupplied  ouf 
mouths  with  temporary  moifture,  was  chewing 
any  fubflance  we  could  find,  generally  a  bit  of  can¬ 
vas,  or  even  lead,  when  we  could  get  any.  This 
lafl  will  appear  wonderful,  as  I  have  been  fince  told 
it  is  confidered  as  poifon  when  taken  into  the  fto- 
mach  ;  but  I  affert  the  fadt,  having  myfelf  chewed 
it  for  hours  together,  ’till  reduced  almoft  to  a  pow¬ 
der,  and  fometimes  fwallowed  it. — You  will  be 
furprifed  I  do  not  mention  leather  ;  but  none  of 
us  wore  fhoes  at  the  time  the  fhip  went  down  ; 
the  Lafcars  never  ufe  any,  and  we  always  put  oft 
ours  when  it  rained,  as  leather  dreffed  in  India  is 
rendered  ufelefs  by  being  wetted.  Some  who  tried 
bits  of  leather  that  were  about  the  rigging,  found 
the  taffe  and  fmell  too  offenfive  to  be  endured. 

After  all  I  fuffered,  I  believe  it  fell  fhort  of  the 
idea  which  I  had  formed  of  what  probably  would  be 
the  natural  confequence  of  the  fituation  to  which 
we  were  reduced.  I  had  read  or  heard  that  no 
perfon  could  live  without  food  beyond  a  few  days, 
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and  when  feveral  had  elapfed,  I  was  adonifhed  at 
my  having  exided  fo  long,  and  concluded  every 
fucceeding  day  mud  be  the  lad*  I  expected,  as 
the  agonies  of  death  approached,  we  fhould  be 
tearing  the  defh  from  each  other’s  bones.  This 
apprehendon  filled  me  with  horror*  and  perhaps 
the  dread  of  the  future  helped  to  reconcile  me  to 
the  prefent.  Many  of  my  companions  expired  de¬ 
lirious  ;  the  fear  of  a  dmilar  fate  excited  in  me 
the  mod  dreadful  apprehendons,  and  it  was  my 
fervent  prayer  to  the  Almighty  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  fpare  my  reafon  in  my  lad  moments.  I 
often  wifhed  it  might  be  his  will  to  rdeafe  me 
from  my  fufferings,  but  whenever  the  moment  (as 
I  fuppofed)  drew  near,  nature  fhrunk  from  di Ablu¬ 
tion  ;  I  dreaded  furviving  my  companions,  and  thus 
being  the  lad  vidlim,  yet  I  did  not  wifh  to  be  the 
next. 

One  of  the  Lafcars,  whofebody  broke  out  in  ul¬ 
cers  of  a  very  difguding  appearance,  died  in  the 
catharpings  jud  under  the  mizen  top.  His  next 
neighbour  tried  to  throw  the  body  into  the  fea, 
but  it  had  got  fo  jammed  in  among  the  ropes,  that 
he  could  not  difengage  it,  and  it  remained  there  a 
day  or  two  longer,  until  the  dench  became  intoler¬ 
able.  Many  fuch  occurrences  I  could  relate,  but 
mud  oafs  them  over  in  filence,  as  the  bare  recol- 
<  '  .  ledtion 
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ledtion  of  them,  even  at  this  didance  of  time,  is  too 
powerful  for  my  feelings. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  day  (July  l) 
Mrs.  Bremner  found  her  hufband  dead  in  her  arms, 
and  our  drength  was  now  fo  reduced,  that  with  the 
utmod  difficulty  we  were  able  to  throw  his  body 
overboard,  after  dripping  off  part  of  his  clothes  for 
the  ufe  of  his  wife.  In  the  courfe  of  this  day  two 
others  died  in  the  mizen,  and  two  more  in  the  fore¬ 
top,  with  which  we  had  of  late  little  or  no  commu¬ 
nication,  being  no  longer  able  to  come  down  the 
rigging,  or  fpeak  loud  enough  to  be  heard  at  that 
didance.  After  the  gale  abated,  feveral  of  the 
Lafcars  went  forward,  and  our  number  was  now  fo 

diminiffied,  that  the  two  tops  held  us  all. 

0 

I  can  give  very  little  account  of  the  red  of  the 
time,  the  fenfation  of  hunger  being  now  lod  in 
that  of  weaknefs ;  when  1  could  get  a  fupply  of 
freffi  water,  I  was  comparatively  eafy.  Hitherto 
we  had  occadonally  found  the  nights  chilly,  and 
as  our  drength  decreafed,  fo  did  our  ability  to  en¬ 
dure  the  cold.  The  heavy  rains  by  which  we  were 
drenched  (though  benedcial  in  other  refpe&s) 
rendered  it  more  fevere,  in  fo  much,  that  after  fun  - 
let  our  limbs  were  quite  benumbed,  our  teeth 
chattered,  and  we  fometimes  feared  we  ffiould  die 
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of  extreme  cold.  As  the  heat  inereafed,  It  diffufed 
its  influence  throughout  our  whole  frame ;  we  ex- 
pofed  fir  ft  one  fide,  then  the  other,,  until  our  limbs 
became  pliant,  and  as  our  fpirits  revived  we  in¬ 
dulged  ourfelves  in  convention,  which  fometimes 
even  became  cheerful,  and  I  once  caught  myfelf 
whiffling  a  favourite  air.  But  as  the  meridian  heat 
approached,  the  fcorching  rays  renewed  our  tor¬ 
ments,  and  we  wondered  how  we  could  have  wifh- 
ed  the  rain  to  ceafe. 

Of  thofe  who  were  not  immediately  near  me  I 
knew  little,  unlefs  by  their  cries.  Some  flruggled 
hard,  and  died  in  great  agony;  but  it  was  not  al¬ 
ways  thofe  whofe  ftrength  was  molt  impaired  that 
died  the  eafieft,  though  in  feme  cafes  it  might  have 
been  fo.  I  particularly  remember  the  following  in- 
llances  :  Mr.  W ade’s  fervant,  a  ftout  and  healthy 
boy,  died  early,  and  almoft  without  a  groan ; 
while  another  of  the  fame  age,  but  of  a  lefs  promis¬ 
ing  appearance,  held  out  much  longer.  The  fate  of 
thefe  unfortunate  boys  differed  alfo  in  another  re- 
fpedf,  highly  deferving  of  notice.  Their  fathers, 
were  both  in  the  fore-top  when  the  lads  were  taken 
ill.  The  father  of  Mr.  Wade’s,  hearing  of  his 
fon’s  illnefs,  anfwered  with  indifference,  “  that  he 
could  do  nothing  for  him,”  and  left  him  to  his 
fate.  The  othyr,  when  the  accounts  reached  him,, 
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hurried  down,  and  watching  for  a  favourable  mo¬ 
ment,  crawled  on  all-fours  along  the  weather  gun¬ 
wale  to  his  fon,  who  was  in  the  mizen  rigging. 
By  that  time,  only  three  or  four  planks  of  the 
quarter-deck  remained,  juft  over  the  weather-quar¬ 
ter  gallery  ;  and  to  this  fpot  the  unhappy  man  led 
his  fon,  making  him  fait  to  the  rail  to  prevent  his 
being  wafhed  away.  Whenever  the  boy  was  feized 
with  a  fit  of  retching,  the  father  lifted  him  up,, 
and  wiped  away  the  foam  from  his  lips  :  and  ,if  a 
fhovver  came,  he  made  him  open  his  mouth  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  drops,  or  gently  fqueezed  them  into  it 
from  a  rag.  In  this  affecting  filiation,  both  re¬ 
mained  four  or  five  days,  till  the  boy  expired.  The 
unfortunate  parent,  as  if  unwilling  to  believe  the 
fa  ft,  then  raifed  the  body,  gazed  willfully  at  it,  and 
when  he  could  no  longer  entertain  any  doubt, 
watched  it  in  filence  till  it  was  carried  off  by  the 
lea  ;  then  wrapping  himfelf  in  a  piece  of  canvafs, 
funk  down,  and  rofe  no  more,  though  he  muft 
have  lived  two  davs  longer,  as  we  judged  from  the 
quivering  of  his  limbs  when  a  wave  broke  over 
him. 

This  feene  made  an  impreflion  even  on  us, 
whofe  feelings  were  in  a  manner  dead  to  the  world, 
and  almoft  to  ourfelves,  and  to  whom  the  fight  of 
jnifery  was  now  become  habitual. 

'  C  4  On 
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On  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  July  (as  we  aftcr-^ 
wards  calculated,  being  the  twentieth  dayfincethe 
fhip  went  down  *)  one  of  the  people  faid  he  faw 
fomething  like  land  in  the  horizon  to  the  Eaft~ 
ward.  His  affertion  was  heard  without  emotion, 
no  one  immediately  making  any  effort  to  afcertain 
the. truth.  But  though  it  produced  no  vifible  effedt, 
it  feemed  to  operate  inwardly,  for  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  railing  my  head  to  obferve  the  appear¬ 
ance  which  the  other  had  remarked,  I  found  every 
eye  turned  towards  it.  We  all  continued  looking 
the  fame  way,  though  not  very  earneltly,  till  the 
dark  fhades  of  evening  by  degrees  interrupted  our 

view ;  and  every  one  then  making  his  own  obfer- 

% 

vations,  all  agreed  it  was  land.  Mrs.  Bremner, 
and  others,  afked  my  opinion,  and  whether  I 
thought  there  was  yet  a  poliibility  of  efcape.  I  an  - 
fwerecl  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  land,  but  if 
it  were,  there  was  one  comfort,  that  it  would  molt 
likely  loon  put  an  end  to  our  fufferings,  as  the 
fhip  would  certainly  ground  a  long  way  off  fhore, 
and  be  beat  to  pieces  in  a  few  hours.  This  had 
been  always  my  opinion,  fo  that  I  dreaded  feeing 
land  ;  but  at  this  time  I  was  indifferent  to  every 
thing,  and  incapable  of  any  acute  fenfation.  I  re¬ 
member,  that  on  awaking  at  day-break  next  morn- 

*  The  Reader  will  fee  afterward  on  what  principle  the  calcu¬ 
lation  is  founded. 
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i 13 g,  I  did  not  think  of  looking  whether  there  was 
land  in  fight  or  not,  till  one  of  the  people  in  the 
fore-top  wrayed  a  handkerchief,  by  way  of  fignal, 
that  it  wTas  fo.  I  then  felt  an  inclination  to  get 
up  and  look,  but  happening  to  be  in  an  eafy  pofi- 
tion,  with  my  arms  folded  fo  as  to  prefs  my  fto- 
mach,  from  which  I  found  great  relief,  I  was  too 
indifferent  to  turn  myfelf  round.  My  neighbours 
were  more  affedted ;  fome  one  got  up  and  declared 
it  was  land,  w'hich  routed  another,  and  by  degrees 
all  of  us.  It  appeared  to  me  very  like  land,  but 
dill  I  was  neither  fure  ©f  it,  nor  much  interefted 
about  it.  Mrs.  Bremner  having  afked  me  if  I 
thought  it  was  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  this  feem- 
ed  to  me  fach  a  ridiculous  quef  ion,  the  monfoon 
blowing  directly  from  that  quarter,  that  I  anfwer- 
ed,  if  it  were,  the  and  I  fhould  go  to  the  long- 
room  at  Madras,  and  there  be  exhibited  as  quribfl- 
ties  under  the  pictures  of  Cornwrallis  and  Mea¬ 
dows,  at  fo  much  a  head.  However,  in  the  con  rib 
of  the  day,  the  land  was  fo  plain,  which  wre  after¬ 
wards  found  to  be  the  coaft  of  Aracan  *  that  there 
could  no  longer  beany  doubt;  and  anxiety  then 
became  general.  I  entertained  fome  hopes  of  being 
faved,  though  this  was  abated  by  the  apprebenfion 
of  the  fhip’s  grounding  far  from  fliore,  and  could 

*  That  part  of  the  eaft  coaft  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal  w hich  lies 
to  the  northward  of  Ava  is  called  Aracan,  or  Recan. 
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not  help  thinking,  after  having  furvived  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary  fufferings  on  the  middle  of  the  Ocean, 
it  would  be  a  cruel  aggravation  of  the  feverity  of 
our  fate  to  perifh  thus  in  fight  of  land.  In  the 
evening  we  were  fo  near,  as  to  perceive,  with  in- 
expreffible  anguifh,  it  was  a  wild  jungle*,  without 
any  appearance  of  inhabitants.  I  dreaded  that  the 
fhip  would  firike  every  moment,  and  lay  down, 
perfuaded  I  fhould  never  fee  another  day.  I  llept 
notwithftanding,  and  was  awakened  before  day¬ 
light,  by  the  fhip  finking  on  a  rock  fo  violently  as 
to  fhakc  the  malt  at  every  thump.  I  had  forefeen 
this  event,  and  prepared  once  more  to  meet  my 
fate.  At  day-break  the  motion  was  fo  violent, 
that  we  could  not  hold  ourfelvcs  fad.  The  tide 
having  fallen  feveral  feet,  the  remaining  beams  of 
the  upper  deck  were  out  of  the  water ;  we  there¬ 
fore  made  an  effort  to  get  down  on  them,  which 
we  accomplifhed  with  fome  difficulty.  The  Gun¬ 
ner  and  I  endeavoured  to  affift  Mrs.  Bremner,  and 
brought  her  to  the  cat-harpings  ;  but  die  was 
too  weak  to  help  herfelf,  and  we  had  not  ftrength 
to  carry  her,  fo  were  obliged  to  leave  her  there, 
and  with  great  difficulty  got  upon  the  beams.  The 
tide  by  this  time  had  left  the  fhip  fo  far,  that  fhe 

*  Uncultivated  ground,  covered  with  thickets,  or  fhrubs, 
dwarf  trees,  creeping  plants,  &c.  in  fome  parts  rendered  impene¬ 
trable  by  the  bamboo,  and  generally  infefted  by  tygers,  or  other 
wild  animals. 
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no  longer  moved,  and  the  gun-deck  was  almoft 
dry.  The  Lafcars  came  out  of  the  fore-top,  and 
were  fearching  among  the  rubbifh  for  money.  I 
propofed  to  two  of  them,  who  feemed  dronger 
than  the  red,  to  bring  Mrs.  Bremner  down  from 
the  cat-harpings,  but  this  they  refufed  to  do,  unlefs 
fhe  gave  them  part  of  the  money  which  they  urn* 
derftood  (lie  had  about  her.  When  the  fhip  went 
down,  flie  had  fortunately  put  about  30  rupees  in 
her  pocket,  and  her  anxiety  to  preferve  them  was 
often  the  fubjedt  of  raillery  among  us,  who  little 
fufpeefed  how  much  thefe  few  rupees  were  to  be 
indrumental  in  having  our  lives,  as  will  by  and  by 
appear.  They  agreed  at  laid  to  bring  her  down  to 
the  gun-deck  for  eight  rupees,  and  the  fervice  was 
no  fooner  performed,  than  they  indited  on  being 
paid  on  the  fpot :  this  was  the  only  indance  they 
fhewed  of  want  of  fubordination  or  fellow-feeling 
for  their  companions  in  diftrefs,  their  condudt 
having  been  (except  in  this  indance)  highly  exem¬ 
plary,  and  particularly  in  the  delicacy  they  uni¬ 
formly  fhewed  towards  our  unhappy  females. 

After  reding  ourfelves  fometime  on  the  gun- 
deck,  we  obferved  the  rudder-head  had  been 
knocked  off,  and  that  through  the  hole  in  which 
the  head  had  been,  there  was  a  paffage  to  the  gun¬ 
room.  As  foon  as  the  tide  had  left  the  orlop 
deck,  we  got  into  the  gun-room  to  fee  if  any  thing 
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remained  that  coaid  be  of  ufe  to  us,  but  the  fe& 
had  wafhed  away  every  article,  except  three  or 
four  cocoa  nuts,  which,  after  a  good  deal  of  fearch, 
we  fpund  jammed  under  the  timber.  You  will 
naturally  fuppofe  that  thefe  were  kept  by  the  per¬ 
forms  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  difcover  them, 
but  it  was  not  fo  ;  the  very  firft  that  was  found 
was  fhared  among  many,  the  finder  only  claiming 
the  water  of  the  nut  as  his  excluflve  property.  In 
this  he  was  difappointed  ;  the  liquor  was  turned 
by  age  into  a  few  drops  of  oil  extremely  unpalat¬ 
able,  and  by  no  means  calculated  to  allay  third:  : 
The  folid  part  too  had  no  nourifhment  in  it,  and 
we  found  ourfelves  rather  the  worfe  for  having 
eaten  of  it.  That  a  pcrfon  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  fhould  not  have  fir  ft  confidered  him  fell 
before  he  helped  bis  neighbour,  may  feem  to  you 
improbable,  as  may  alfo  other  circumftances  here 
related ;  I  will  however  ftate  fadfs,  without  pre¬ 
tending  to  account  for  them.  I  am  convinced  that 
had  the  cocoa  nuts  been  ever  fo  good,  they  would 
have  been  equally  divided  in  the  fame  manner;  for 
indeed  the  fenfation  of  hunger  now  gave  us  little 
or  no  pain,  and  that  of  third:  dill  continued  pre¬ 
dominant.  Water,  fredi  water,  mixed  with  acid, 
was  what  perpetually  haunted  my  own  imagination, 
not  a  fhort  draught  which  I  could  gulp  down  in  a 
moment  (of  this  I  could  not  endure  the  thought), 
but  a  large  bowl-full, ‘that  1  could  fcarcely  hold  in 
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my  arms;  and  when  I  thought  of  victuals,  I  longed 
molt  for  fuch  as  I  could  fwallow  at  once  without 

i  '  / 

the  trouble  of  chewing. 

\ 

Our  fituation  in  the  gun-room  was  compara¬ 
tively  fo  much  eader  and  more  comfortable  than 
it  had  been  at  the  mad-heads,  that  we  became  in 
a  manner  content.  I  faw  no  profpedt  of  being 
able  to  get  afhore,  and  hardly  wifhed  to  make  the 
attempt,  there  being,  in  my  opinion,  no  chance  of 
fafety  there  ;  and  of  the  two  deaths,  it  feemed  bet¬ 
ter  to  expire  quietly  on  the  wreck  than  to  be  torn 
to  pieces  by  the  tygers.  Befides,  I  was  not  alto¬ 
gether  without  hope,  that  by  remaining  on  the 
wreck,  we  might  in  the  end  be  faved,  the  fame  de- 
pendance,  from  which  I  had  all  along  derived  com¬ 
fort,  dill  fup porting  me,  namely,  that  God  Al¬ 
mighty  would  not  have  prolonged  our  lives  in  a 
manner  fo  extraordinary,  had  he  not  decreed  to 
fend  us  relief  at  lad  ;  and  this  belief  was  dreiiffth- 

/  o 

ened  by  remarking,  that  none  of  us  had  died  dace 
we  drd  faw  the  land. 

In  the  afternoon  we  obferved  fomething-  like 
men  walking  along  the  fhore,  which  raifed  our  ex¬ 
pectations  greatly.  All  of  us  who  were  able  got 
on  the  tafFall  rail,  and  endeavoured  to  attract 
their  attention  by  waving  cloths,  and  making  all 
^  the  node  in  our  pbwer,  but  they  took  not  the  lead 
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notice,  and  palled  on,  which  Teemed  To  unaccount¬ 
able  to  us,  that  we  began  to  doubt  whether  they 
were  really  men.  The  light,  however,  routed  Tome 
of  us  to  make  an  effort  to  get  on  Ihore,  and  for 
that  purpofe  we  all  went  into  the  gun-room  to  get 
out  Tome  frnall  fpars  which  we  had  obferved  there. 
With  infinite  fatigue  we  launched  fix  of  them  into 
the  water,  but  thefe  were  not  thought  fufficient  to 
fupport  us  all,  and  we  were  fo  exhaufted,  that  we 
could  move  no  more  at  that  time.  Towards  even¬ 
ing,  however,  fix  of  the  flouted:  Lafcars  got  upon 
them,  and  it  being  the  young  flood,  Toon  gained 
the  beach,  though  there  was  a  heavy  furf.  They 
found  a  flream  of  frefh  water,  of  which  having 
drank  their  fill,  they  lay  down  in  defpair  under  the 
fhade  of  a  bank  on  the  beach.  Next  morning  we 
obferved  them  again  walking  towards  the  flream  to 
drink;  and  it  afforded  us  fome  confolation  to  know 
they  were  not  deflroyed  by  tygers,  but  we  now 
thought  ourfelves  too  much  reduced  in  number 
and  flrength  to  move  a  fingle  fpar.  Two  women, 
two  old  men,  a  middle  aged  man  who  had  been 
confined  in  bed  fome  days  when  the  fhip  went 
down,  two  boys,  and  myfelf,  compofed  the  whole 
number  now  on  the  wreck;  yet,  flrange  to  tell, 
thefe  furvived  hardfhips  to  which  the  young  and 
the  rebuff  had  fallen  an  early  facrifice. 
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About  noon  we  obferved  a  large  party  of  natives 
coming  along  the  beach  to  the  fpot  where  the  men 
lay,  and  now  our  attention  was  roufed  to  obferve 
in  what  manner  they  treated  our  companions. 
They  immediately  kindled  a  fire,  which  we  rightly 
concluded  was  for  dreffing  rice  ;  loon  afterwards 
they  came  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  waving  hand¬ 
kerchiefs  as  a  lignal  for  us  to  come  aflhore.  It  is 
utterly  impoffible  to  deferibe  our  emotions  at  this 
moment.  Between  hope  and  fear,  we  were  in  a 
date  of  diftradlion  ;  though  we  faw  they  had  no 
boats,  and  that  if  they  had,  the  furf  would  prevent 
their  making  ufe  of  them,  dill  we  entertained  hopes 
they  might  devife  tome  means  of  coming  off  to  us. 
My  life,  which  fome  time  before  was  a  burthen  to 


me,  now  became  infinitely  precious  ;  and  though  I 
obferved  pieces  of  plank  floating  off  from  the  fhip, 
I  was  afraid  to  trufi  myfelf  on  one  of  them.  I  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Gunner  and  the  Serang  (the  native 
boatfwain)  to  affift  me  and  my  boy  in  trying  to  get 
out  a  fpar ;  they  at  firft  confented,  but  after  fome 
time  gave  up  the  attempt.  With  great  difficulty 
myfelf  and  my  boy  got  it  tumbled  into  the  water, 
and  made  it  faft  with  a  rope  ;  after  which  we  laid 
hold  of  a  fhort  piece  of  plank  that  was  floating 
pafi,  and  fecured  it  in  the  fame  manner.  We  had 
now  each  a  piece  of  wood  with  which  to  make  an 
effort ;  I  hefitafed  fome  time,  but  was  at  laft  pre¬ 
vailed  on  by  my  boy,  and  we  agreed  to  fet  oft'  to- 
;  ,  gether. 
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get  her.  After  he  got  upon  his  piece  of  plank,  my 
refolution  failed  me  ;  however,  when  I  confidered 
the  people  might  leave  the  beach  that  night,  and 
that  I  fhould  have  lefs  ffrength  to-morjow,  I  felt 
myfelf  called  on  to  make  the  attempt ;  I  therefore 
took  my  leave  of  Airs.  Bremner,  who,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  was  unable  to  make  the  lead: 
exertion  for  herfelf,  and  even  fo  weak  as  not  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  our  making  any  for  her  with  effedt.  With 
pain  I  was  obliged  to  leave  her,  but  I  hoped  if  I 
reached  the  fhore,  I  fhould  prevail  on  fome  of  the 
natives  to  come  to  her  relief.  She  gave  me  a  ru-^ 
pee  at  parting,  and  difmiffed  me  with  a  thoufand 
good  wifhes  for  my  fafety.  Juft  as  I  was  recom¬ 
mending  myfelf  to  the  Divine  protection,  the  piece 
of  wood  got  loofe  and  floated  away.  I  paufed  for 
a  moment,  and  fummoning  up  all  my  refolution, 
plunged  into  the  fea.  Though  I  could  hardly 
move  a  joint  before,  whenever  I  got  into  the  water 
my  limbs  became  pliant,  and  I  foon  fwam  to  the 
fpar,  but  could  not  long  keep  hold  of  it.  Had  it 
been  flat,  it  would  have  continued  on  one  fide, 
hut  being  a  perfect  fquare,  it  turned  round  w7ith 
every  motion  of  the  water,  and  rolled  me  under  it. 
This  exhaufled  me  fo  much,  as  almoft  to  put  an 
end  to  my  hopes  ;  I  repeatedly  let  it  go  in  defpair; 
but  whenever  I  found  myfelf  finking,  I  caught 
hold  of  it  again,  and  grafped  it  with  all  my  might. 

1  obferved  that  I  did  not  get  any  nearer  the  Ihore, 
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'but  drifted  in  a  direction  almoft  parallel  to  the 
beach.  Forefeeing  that  I  fhould  not  be  able  to 
hold  out  much  longer,  I  tried  every  method  to 
keep  the  fpar  from  turning,  and  at  lafl  lay  along 
fide  of  it  with  one  hand  and  one  leg  over,  while 
with  the  other  arm  and  leg  I  ftruggled  hard  to 
guide  it  towards  the  fhore.  For  fome  time  I  fuc- 
ceeded  tolerably  well,  but  all  at  once  was  over¬ 
whelmed  with  a  tremendous  fea,  wThich  broke  over 
me,  and  tore  away  the  fpar.  I  now  thought  all 
was  over ;  and,  after  a  fhort  druggie,  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  fink,  when  another  furf  threw  me  right 
acrofs  the  fpar,  which  was  carried  back  with  con- 
fiderable  force  by  the  reflux  of  the  fca.  I  was  al- 
moft  breathlefs  with  the  fhock,  yet  I  inflindlively 
grafped  the  fpar  with  both  my  arms. and  legs,  and 
was  fcveral  times  rolled  round  and  round  along 
with  it.  I  was  alfo  fcratched  with  the  fand  and 
fhells  which  the  furf  had  carried  back  from  the 
beach,  but  this  I  confidered  as  a  flgn  that  I  was 
near  the  fliore^  (though  I  could  not  fee  it)  which 
greatly  animated  my  hopes.  One  or  two  more 
furfs  threw  me  violently  on  the  rocks,  and,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  returning  furf  from  carrying  me  back,  I 
laid  faft  hold  of  them. 

The  only  clothes  I  had  when  I  left  the  (hip,  were 
a  flannel  waiftcoat,  part  of  a  fhirt,  and  a  pair  of 
trowfers.  The  two  firft,  being  ragged,  1  tied  in  a 
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bundle  at  my  back  to  prevent  their  encumbering 
me,  but  I  loft  them  in  the  furf.  The  trowzers  I 
ftill  had  on,  finding  them  entangled  in  the  rocks, 
when  the  furf  had  retreated,  I  tore  them  off,  and 
made  fhift  to  crawl  on  all  fours  (for  I  could  not 
ftraight.cn  my  back)  beyond  the  reach  of  the  furf. 
Being  now  perfectly  naked,  I  found  the  wind  ex¬ 
tremely  cold,  and  therefore  laid  myfelf  down  under 
the  lee  of  a  rock,  where,  in  a  few  minutes,  though 
I  obferved  fome  of  the  natives  coming  towards  me, 
I  fell  afleep. — -Three  or  four  of  them  foon  wakened 
me,  fpeaking  in  the  Moors  language,  at  which  I 
was  overjoyed,  for  I  feared  we  were  beyond  the 
Company’s  territories,  and  in  thofe  of  the  King  of 
Ava. — They  told  me  we  were  onlylix  days journey 
from  Chittagong,  that  they  were  Company’s  ryots, 
(or  peafimts)  and  fhould  take  care  of  me  if  I 
would  accompany  them. — I  anfwered,  as  well  as  I 
could,  that  I  was  fo  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and 
the  brujfes  which  I  had  received,  that  I  could  not 
ftir,  but  begged  to  have  a  few  grains  of  raw  rice. 
Wretched  as  my  condition  was,  I  felt  diftreffed  at 
being  feen  without  clothes,  which  they  no  fooner 
obferved,  than  one  of  them,  a  Burmah  *  (to  whole 
humanity  we  were  all  afterwards  much  indebted) 
took  his  turban  from  his  head,  and  tied  it  round  my 
middle,  after  the  cuftom  of  the  country.  Seeing 

*  The  natives  of  the  kingdom  of  Ava,  or  Burmah,  as  it  is 
fometimes  called,  are  denominated  Burmahs. 


me 


(  35  ) 


me  make  ineffectual  efforts  to  rife,  two  of  them 
laid  hold  of  my  arms,  and  bore  me  along,  my  feet 
feldom  touching  the  ground.  Coming  to  a  little 
ftream,  I  begged  to  be  allowed  to  drink,  from  which 
they  endeavoured  to  difliiade  me,  but  as  I  would 
take  no  denial,  they  let  go  my  arms,  and  dropped 
me  on  my  feet.  I  immediately  fell  on  my  face  in 
the  water,  but,  in  Head  of  endeavouring  to  rife,  I 
began  to  gulp  it  up  as  fait  as  I  could,  and  fhould 
certainly  have  drank  to  excels  had  I  been  permit¬ 
ted. — I  felt  greatly  revived  by  bathing  in  the  frefh 
water,  as  well  as  by  what  I  had  taken  into  my  fto- 
mach,  and  walked  the  reft  of  the  way,  leaning  on 
the  arms  of  my  conductors.  We  foon  arrived 
where  their  fire  was  kindled,  and  there  I  found 
the  fix  Lafcars,  my  boy,  the  Gunner,  and  the  Se¬ 
vang.  The  Lafcars  had  gained  the  fliore,  as  ah 
ready  mentioned,  the  preceding  day,  and  the  Gun¬ 
ner  and  Serang,  though  they  had  left  the  fliip 
later,  as  well  as  my  boy,  who  had  fet  off  about  the 
fame  time  with  me,  being  all  more  expert  fw  inl¬ 
ine  rs,  had  reached  the  fhore  before  me. 

My  joy  at  finding  my  companions  fafe,  and  at 
the  accounts  they  gave  of  the  humanity  of  our  de¬ 
liverers  quite  overcame  me,  and  for  a  while  I  be¬ 
lieve  my  mind  was  deranged.  I  could  not  com¬ 
prehend  how  the  Gunner  and  Serang  had  got  on 
fhore,  as  I  had  left  them  on  board,  and  their  ex- 
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planatlons  ferved  only  to  bewilder  me. the  more, 
I  waited  patiently  about  ten  minutes  till  the  rice 
was  boiled,  and  did  not  alk  for  any  raw ;  nor, 
when  a  little  of  the  boiled  was  brought  me  on  a 
leaf,  would  I  touch  it  till  they  allured  me  it  was 
not  too  much.  1  then  put  fome  into  my  mouth 
with  my  fingers,  but,  after  chewing  a  little,  I  found 
I  could  not  fw allow  it.  One  of  the  natives,  bb~ 
ferving  my  diftrefs,  dafhed  fome  water  in  my  face 
with  his  hand,  which,  walking  the  rice  down  my 
throat,  at  firft  aim  oil:  choaked  me,  but  it  caufed 
fuch  an  exertion  of  the  mufcles,  that  I  foon  re¬ 
covered  the  power  of  fwallowing,  though  for  fome 
time  I  was  obliged  to  take  a  mouthful  of  water 
with  every  one  of  rice.  My  lips,  and  the  infide 
of  my  mouth  were  lo  cracked  with  the  heat,  that 
every  motion  of  my  jaws  fet  them  a  bleeding,  and 
gave  me  great  pain. 

I  never  could  exadtly  recoiled!  what  palled  from 
this  time  till  I  awoke  in  the  evening,  after  a  moft 
refrelhing  deep. — I  then  reprefented  to  the  natives 
the  lituation  in  which  I  left  Mrs.  Bremner,  and  her 
fellow-fufFerers,  and  well  knowing  the  influence  of 
money  on  fuch  minds,  hinted  that,  if  they  would 
fave  her  life,  die  was  able  liberally  to  reward  them. 
Some  of  them  promifed  to  watch  during  the  night, 
as  the  tide  might  then  be  higher  than  in  the  day- 
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time.,  and  would  probably  bring  the  wreck  nearer 
to  the  fhore. 

♦ 

After  my  nap  I  found  myfelf  very  hungry,  and 
was  importunate  with  my  deliverers  for  more  rice, 
but  they  faid  they  could  have  no  more  dreffed 
that  night.  I  therefore  went  to  fleep  again,  and 
at  midnight  was  awakened  with  the  news  that  the 
lady  and  her  maid  were  fafe  on  fhore.  I  rofe  im¬ 
mediately  to  welcome  my  fellow-fufferers,  whom  I 
found  by  the  dre,  they  having  by  this  time  eaten 
fome  rice ;  and  I  think  I  never  faw  joy  more 
ftrongly  painted  than  it  was  at  that  inftant  on  the 
emaciated  countenance  of  Mrs.  Bremner. 

I  afterwards  underdood  that  it  was  to  the  Bur- 

* 

mah’s  humanity  fhe  owed  her  fafety.  Finding  that 
the  had  fome  rupees  about  her,  the  natives  had 
already  begun  to  form  plans  for  dividing  the  fpoib 
which  this  worthy  man  overhearing,  he  watched 
his  opportunity,  and  with  the  afliltance  of  one  of 
his  followers,  faved  the  women  without  flipulating- 
for  any  reward,,  '  ( 

•  ■  1 

'  i  *  •'  i 

During  the  night  the  fhip  parted  in  two;  the 
bottom  duck  fad  on  the  rocks,  and  the  upper  part 
floated  in  fo  near,  that  the  two  men  who  dill  re¬ 
mained  on  the  wreck  were  able  to  wade  to  the 
beach.— We  lay  all  night  on  the  ground  without 
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any  covering,  and,  as  it  rained  hard,  fullered  much 
from  the  cold.  In  the  morning  we  were  fupplied 
with  rice  as  before  by  the  natives,  but  they  now  be¬ 
gan  to  enquire  for  the  money  which  they  under- 
flood  Mrs.  Bremner  had  about  her,  and  refufed  to 
give  any  more  rice  without  being  paid  for  it.  The 
Ta  fears  (eight  in  number)  bargained  for  themfelves 
out  of  the  money  which  they  had  received  for 
bringing  Mrs.  Bremner  down  from  the  cat-harp- 
ings,  and,  being  all  Muffulmans,  they  lived  fepa- 
rately  from  us,  their  religion  forbidding  them  to 
eat  with  perfons  of  any  other  caite.  Mrs.  Bremner 
agreed  to  pay  eight  rupees  for  fupplying  the  reft 
of  our  party  with  rice  for  four  days,  till  we  fhould 
gain  ftrenglh  enough  to  proceed  to  the  nearell  vil¬ 
lage,  which  was  reprefented  to  be  thirty  miles  to 
the  northward.. 

At  low  water  the  natives  went  off  to  rummage 
the  wreck,  but  they  found  every  thing  had  been 
wafhed  away,  except  a  few  broken  mufquets,  fome 
iron,  brafs,  and  lead,  and  the  loofe  copper  about 
the  (hip's  bottom,  all  of  which  they  carried  away. 
I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to  defift,  by  re- 
prefenting  that  they  might  be  called  to  account  for 
the  plunder  they  were  taking,  but  they  maintained 
they  had  a  right  to  it  for  laving  our  lives.  They 
owed  me  a  grudge  ever  afterwards,  and  I  foon  had 
reafon  to  repent  of  my  zeal  for  the  owners.  I  know 
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not  whether  it  was  on  this  account,  or  becaufe  X 
was  the  only  European,  but  they  generally  ferved 
me  laft,  and  gave  me  a  lefs  allowance  than  the 
reft  :  on  thofe  occafions  my  friend  the  Burmah  in- 
terpofed  his  good  offices,  and  made  a  colledlion  for 
me  among  his  followers.  Indeed  they  were  fparing 
of  rice  to  us  all,  and  it  was  fortunate  for  us  they 
were  to,  otherwife  we  ffiould  certainly  have  eaten 
to  excefs.  It  was  not,  however,  this  confidera- 
tion  that  dictated  their  parfiniony,  for  though  they 
faved  our  lives  at  fil'd,  they  now  treated  us  with 
great  inhumanity,  except  the  Burmah  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  who  were  a  check  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  reft  of  the  party,  and  incurred  their  refentment 
on  that  account. 

The  country  abounding  with  wild  deer,  they 
contrived  to  kill  fome,  and  eat  the  venifon,  with 
the  greatefl  compofure,  before  our  eyes,  without 
giving  us  a  morfel.  We  however  picked  up  the 
bones,  after  they  had  thrown  them  away,  and 
boiled  them  into  a  foup,  which  we  found  a  very 
palatable,  and,  I  doubt  not,  a  wholefome  addition 
to  our  rice. 

All  the  time  we  remained  here,  the  natives  were 
biifily  employed  at  low  water  in  rummaging  the 
wreck,  tearing  the  copper  from  the  fhip’s  bottom, 
and  all  the  iron  work  they  could  manage. 
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The  night  before  we  were  to  fet  out  towards  the 
village,  Mrs.  Bremner  not  being  able  to  walk,  it 
was  propofed  that  they  fhould  make  a  litter  of 
bamboos  for  her;  and,  after  much  altercation,  they 
agreed  for  twelve  rupees  to  carry  her  and  her  maid, 
and  for  two  more  to  fupply  us,  her  four  pentioners, 
with  rice,  till  our  arrival  at  the  village.  I  was 
much  afraid  I  fhould  not  have  drength  to  walk, 
and  that  they  would  not  ftop  for  me  by  the  way. 
I  therefore  entreated  to  be  indulged  with  a  litter 
in  like  manner,  alluring  them  that  whenever  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  neareft  Company’s  fettlement,  (which 
I  underftood  to  be  Ramoo)  the  Englifh  Gentle¬ 
men  there  would  liberally  reward  them.  They 
were  deaf  to  my  entreaties,  and  podtively  refufed 
to  carry  me  at  all,  as  they  faid  I  was  fo  much  hea¬ 
vier,  unlefs  I  paid  twice  as  much  as  Mrs.  Brem¬ 
ner,  and  that  in  ready  money.  I  at  length  refolved 
to  day  behind  with  fome  of  the  party,  who  were 
to  be  left  in  charge  pf  the  plunder  taken  from  the 
wreck,  till  Mrs.  Bremner  fhould  reach  Ramoo,  and 
reprefenf  my  dtuation  to  my  countrymen  there, 
who,  I  was  confident,  woulc}  fend  a  conveyance 
for  me.  I  therefore  endeavoured  to  bargain  for 
rice  during  that  interval,  and  they  at  firfl  agreed 
to  fupply  me  at  the  rate  of  two  rupees  a  day,  but 
in  the  morning  they  repented,  and  would  not  give 
an  ounce  without  ready  money.  In  vain  I  pro- 
mifed  a  large  fum  hereafter ;  nothing  would  fatisfy 
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them  but  ready  money,  which  they  wdl  knew  I 
had  not  to  give. 

Finding  entreaties  and  promifes  equally  ineffec¬ 
tual,  I  had  reconrie  to  threats,  and  declared,  that 
if  I  fhould  fall  a  facrifice  to  their  ill  ufage,  theEaft 
India  Company,  whofe  fubjedl  and  fervant  I  was, 
would  adjured  ly  avenge  my  death.  They  defpifed 
my  threats,  and  beheld  my  d  iff  refs  with  indiffe¬ 
rence  ;  I  had  therefore  no  alternative,  but  to  re- 
folve  on  accompanying  them,  though  I  had  great 
reafon  to  fear  I  fhould  give  up  by  the  way,  and  be 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  tygers,  which  were  faid  to  in- 
fcft  the  jungle. 

When  we  were  ready  to  fet  out,  we  found  that 
only  five  men  were  to  proceed  along  with  us,  four 
to  carry  the  women,  and  one  our  provifions  ;  and 
they  engaged  to  give  us  rice  onty  twice  a  day. 
We  reprefented  that  we  fhould  never  be  able  to 
perform  the  journey  without  a  third  meal,  but  one 
man,  they  faid,  could  not  carry  more  than  would 
fupply  fo  many  perfons  with  two  allowances  each 
day,  and  they  refuted  to  let  us  have  another  man, 
without  receiving  three  rupees  more,  a  condition 
with  which  it  was  not  in  our  power  tp  comply. 

On  the  17th,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  we  began 
our  journey— Mrs,  Bremner  and  her  maid  on  lit¬ 
ters  ; 
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cers ;  my  1  elf,  two  boys,  and  the  Gunner,  on  foot. 
The  reft  of  our  companions,  being  all  Moor-men, 
had  from  the  fir  ft  attached  them  (elves  to  the  na¬ 
tives,  and  now  remained  behind  with  them.  We 
were  each  furnifhed  with  a  bamboo  for  a  walking 
ftaff,  and  the  wind  being  with  us,  and  blowing 
frefh,  greatly  affifted  our  progrefs.  At  the  end  of 
the  iirft  mile  we  found  ourfelves  much  ftronger 
than  at  the  beginning,  which  gave  us  fpirits  to  re¬ 
double  our  exertions  ;  but  before  we  performed  the 
fecond,  though  we  refted  often,  we  were  much  fa¬ 
tigued.  Here  we  flopped  an  hour ;  I  fell  afleep, 
and  when  awakened  to  profecute  my  journey,  1 
found  my  joints  fo  ftiff,  that  I  could  not  get  up 
without  aftiftanee.  They  walked  fo  hard,  that  I 
could  not  keep  up  with  them  ;  I  was  therefore 
obliged  to  reft  myfelf  oftener,  and  in  confequehce 
dropped  behind  :  but  our  guide,  who  had  more 
humanity,  prevailed  on  them  to  wait  till  I  came 
up. 

My  boy,  though  he  could  walk  much  father, 
and  though  at  the  fame  time  under  dreadful  ap¬ 
prehend  on  of  tygers,  would  not  leave  me,  and  we 

both  fell  confiderably  behind.  At  noon  our  com- 

*/ 

panions  flopped  to  drefs  fome  rice,  and,  as  they 
had  almoft  finifhed  their  repaft  ere  we  overtook 
them,  they  hurried  us  away  before  we  had  fuffi- 
eiently  refrefhed  ourfelves.  My  joints  now  be¬ 
came 
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same  fo  {tiff,  that  I  could  not  move  without  ex¬ 
treme  pain  ;  I  reded  every  hundred  yards,  while  _ 
my  companions  kept  a  heady  pace,  and  deemed 
little  inclined  to  wait  for  me. 

In  this  cenfure,  however,  I  do  not  mean  to  in~ 
elude  Mrs.  Bremner.  She  was  entirely  paffive, 
and  incapable  of  exerciling  any  powers  whatever 
of  body  or  of  mind.  My  boy  dill  continued  to 
(hew  a  degree  of  attachment  rarely  to  be  met  with, 
in  this  clafs,  but  I  would  not  differ  him  to  day 
behind,  and  indded  on  his  joining  the  red  of  the 
party.  I  thought  it  peculiarly  hard  that,  after  dir- 
yiving  fuch  unexampled  didrefs,  I  fhould  now  be 
in  danger  of  periOiing  through  the  inhumanity  of 
my  fellow-creatures  ;  and  this  idea  operated  fo 
drongly  on  my  mind,  that  I  was  often  tempted  to 
give  up  the  druggie,  lie  down  and  die.  But  re¬ 
flection  on  the  pad  goodnefs  of  Providence  came 
to  my  relief,  and  fuggeded  that  it  was  my  duty  to 
perfevere. 

At  length,  after  wholly  lodng  light  -of  all  my 
companions,  I  efpied  a  party  of  Muggs  #  near  the 
beach  dreffing  rice.  Not  underdanding  their  lan¬ 
guage,  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  make  known  my  di- 

*  A  cafle  or  tribe  employed  as  porters,  and  eafily  diltinguith- 
<ed  by  their  appearance. 

drefs. 
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ftrefs,  but,  went  towards  them  in  hopes  that  my 
wretched  appearance  would  move  their  companion, 
and  I  was  not  miftaken.  Their  Chief  accofted  me 
in  Fortugueze,  and  afked  what  had  reduced  me 
to  my  prefent  condition.  I  replied  in  a  few  words 
that  I  was  thipwrecked,  famifhed,  and  deserted  by 
my  companions,  and  entreated  him  to  give  me 
fomething  to  eat. — He  was  much  affedted  at  the 
relation  of  my  fufferings,  and  execrated  the  inhu¬ 
man  wretches  who  had  left  me,  and  whom  he  had 
feen  pafs  half  an  hour  before  without  fpeaking  to 
them.  He  immediately1  gave  me  of  the  beft  vic¬ 
tuals  he  had,  and,  obferving  that  I  ate  in  a  rave¬ 
nous  manner,  cautioned  me  to  r  eft  rain  my  appe¬ 
tite  at  firft,  alluring  me  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
would  give  me  a  plentiful  fupply  for  my  journey. 
He  added  that  I  ought  not  to  defpair,  becaufe  I 
had  been  deferted  by  my  companions,  for  that  he 
would  put  me  in  a  condition  to  reach  Ramoo 

X 

without  their  affi  fiance,  and  therefore  advifed  me 
to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  overtaking  them,  but  to 
go  on  at  my  cafe.  The  tygers,  he  faid,  in  that  part 
of  the  country  were  extremely  thy,  the  frnell  of 
fire  frightened  them,  and  before  we  parted,  he 
fhould  teach  me  to  ftrike  a  fire,  fo  thdt  at  night  I 
fhould  have  nothing  to  fear  from  them,  and  might 
therefore  lie  down  in  perfect  fecurity. 


The 
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The  wounds  which  I  had  received  in  coming 

afhore  being  full  of  fand  and  dirt,  this  humane 

ftranger  wafhed  them  clean,  and  rubbed  them  with 

ghee,  by  which  they  were  foon  healed.  He  gave 

me  as  much  rice  as  I  could  carry,  and  a  pot  to 

drcfs  it  in  :  alfo  onions,  chillies,  and  tobacco,  the 

ufe  of  which  he  firongly  recommended.  In  fhort 

he  gave  me  part  of  every  thing  in  his  little  fiore, 

and,  in  order  to  drefs  my  food,  and  keep  off  the 

« 

tygers  at  night,  taught  me  how  to  firike  fire,  by 
rubbing  two  pieces  of  bamboo  againfi  each  other 
in  a  particular  manner.  He  concluded  with  in¬ 
forming  me,  that  he  was  a  Portugucze  pedlar,  a 
native  of  Chittagong,  where  he  lived,  and  that  he 
was  now  going  to  Aracan  with  goods. 

I  was  fo  much  affected  with  his  kindnefs  that  I 
could  hardly  bid  him  adieu :  after  recommending 
me  to  the  blefied  Virgin,  he  hurried  me  away,  that 
I  might  arrive  before  night  at  a  hut  two  miles  far¬ 
ther  on.  I  had  not  gone  many  yards  when  he 
came  running  after  me  with  a  pair  of  trowzers, 
which  he  defired  me  to  put  on  before  I  reached 
Ranioo,  that  my  feelings  might  not  be  hurt  by  ap¬ 
pearing  there  without  clothes.  At  this  frefh  in¬ 
fiance  of  his  goodnefs  I  burfi  into  tears  ;  I  could 
not  thank  him  :  once  more  we  took  an  affe&ion- 

\  '  ,  fr 

ate  leave  of  each  other,  and  I  purfued  my  journey 
in  high  fpirits. 


After 
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After  walking  about  a  mile,  I  fat  d6wn  to  reft 
myfelf,  and  tried  to  flrike  fire,  but  alas !  I  had  not 
ftrength  to  make  the  requifite  fridtion.  It  is  im- 
poffible  to  defcribc  my  difappointment  at  this  mo¬ 
ment;  it  threw  a  damp  over  my  fpirits,  but  it  con¬ 
vinced  me  how  neceffary  it  was  to  exert  myfelf* 
and  perfevere  till  I  fhould  overtake  my  comrades. 

Having  feme  boiled  rice  in  my  pot,  I  eat  a  little* 
for  I  was  hungry  every  half  hour.  I  then  proceed¬ 
ed  once  more,  and  foon  reached  the  hut  which  my 
friend  had  deferibed,  when  to  my  great  joy  I  found 
the  red  of  the  party  eating  rice  ;  for  the  guide  was 
better  than  his  word,  and  gave  them  a  third  meal. 
To  fhew  them  that  I  was  now  independent,  I  took 
fome  rice  out  of  my  pot  for  myfelf,  and  gave  fome 
to  my  boy. 

After  we  had  all  refrefhed  ourfelves,  we  refum¬ 
ed  our  journey  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  and 
were  prefen tly  overtaken  by  fome  of  thofe  who  had 
been  left  behind  at  the  wreck,  together  with  fix  of 
the  Lafcars.  They  had  met  with  my  friend  the 
'  Portugueze,  who  reproached  them  for  their  inhu¬ 
manity  to  me,  and  told  them  I  was  a  great  man 
though  now  in  diflrefs,  and  that  the  Governor  of 
Chittagong  would  call  them  to  a  fevere  account 
for  their  conduct.  This  intelligence  produced  a 
wonderful  change  in  their  behaviour.  They  now 

affedled 


(  47  ) 


afFedled  to  treat  me  with  fome  refpedf,  but  I  de¬ 
clined  their  civilities,  and  accepted  of  an  offer  from 
the  guide  to  carry  my  pot  of  rice.  I  could  not 
however  but  be  fenlibly  affected  by  this  additional 
proof  of  myx  benefactor’s  kin-dnefs. 

The  night  was  far  advanced  before  we  arrived  at 
fome  huts  built  for  the  convenience  of  travellers* 
where  we  intended  to  take  up  our  refidence ;  and. 
here  myfelf  and  boy  drefled  rice  for  ourielves,  not 
chufing  to  come  under  any  obligation  to  our  fel¬ 
low  travellers.  At  day-break  we  were  fummoned 
to  purfue  our  journey.  My  legs  were  much  fwell- 
ed,  and  my  whole  body  fo  ftiff  that  I  could  neither 
rife  nor  fit  down  without  aftiftanee,  yet  I  proceeded 
with  the  reft  as  well  as  I  could,  and,  when  the 
fun  got  up,  the  warmth  teemed  to  loofen  iny  joints* 
About  noon  we  came  to  a  river,  and,  not  being  able 
io  crofs  it  till  the  tide  fhould  fall,  we  refted  our- 
felves,  and  drefled  fome  rice.  At  flack  water  we 
crofted  on  a  raft  of  bamboos  confer u died  by  the 
natives,  five  or  fix  fwi  naming  on  each  fide. 

The  ftiffnefs  in  our  legs  had  now  fo  much  en~ 
creafed,  that  we  could  do  little  more  than  crawl, 
and  were  obliged  to  reft  fo  often,  that  all  the  na¬ 
tives  left  us,  except  the  guide,  and  four  men  who 
carried  the  women.  Exhaufted  with  fatigue,  we 
were  compelled  to  flop  early  in  the  evening,  and 

during 
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during  the  night  it  rained  fo  hard  that  we  were 
quite  benumbed  with  cold.  Worn  out  as  we  were, 
it  was  impoffible  to  fieep ;  and  long  before  day¬ 
light  we  propofed  to  the  guide  to  fet  out,  as  we 
thought  walking  would  keep  us  warm ;  but  we 
had  foon  caufe  to  repent,  as  it  was  fo  dark,  that 
we  Humbled  on  every  little  Hone  on  the  beach, 
and  often  fell  to  the  ground.  They  told  us  we 
muH  not  Hop,  as  the  tide  was  coming  in,  and 
would  flow  to  a  very  Heep  and  high  ridge  of  rocks, 
which  could  not  be  patted  at  high  water,  and  for 
once  they  thought  proper  to  take  us  by  the  arm, 
helping  us  when  we  fell. 

At  noon  we  came  into  a  cultivated  country, 
within  two  miles  of  their  village.  The  rain  was 
fo  heavy,  that  it  almofl  beat  me  down;  I  was  once 
more  left  behind,  and,  miffing  my  way,  wandered 
a  conflderable  time  through  the  rice  Helds,  till  I 
met  a  native,  who  conducted  me  to  the  village, 
where  I  found  my  companions  feafling  fumptu- 
'  Oufly  on  rice  and  milk.  We  were  given  to  under- 
Hand  that  the  Zemindar,  or  head  man  of  the  dif- 
tri<3,  had  fent  for  us  to  his  houfe,  about  a  mile  off, 
that  we  might  he  properly  taken  care  of.  But  I 
was  fo  overcome  with  fatigue,  that  I  refolved  to 
take  forne  fleep  before  I  went  any  farther;  I  there¬ 
fore  begged  of  Mrs.  Bremner  to  give  my  rcfpcdts 
to  the  Zemindar,  and  requeft  be  would  fend  the 
'  ■  '  .  .  litter 
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litter  back  for  me.  From  fome  caufe  or  other  my 
requefl  was  not  complied  with,  and  in  the  evening 
I  was  compelled  by  hunger  to  make  one  effort 
more  to  walk  towards  the  Zemindar’s  houfe,  with¬ 
out  a  guide,  and  was  Hopped  fome  time  at  a  rivu¬ 
let,  before  I  could  get  any  body  to  help  me  over. 
I  went  into  the  firft  hut  which  I  found  open,  and 
was  fo  completely  fpent,  that  I  would  have  lain 
there  all  night,  rather  than  walk  round  the  Com¬ 
pound,  or  yard  adjoining  to  the  houfe.  Some  per- 
fon  who  faw  me  enter  this  hut  followed,  and  led 
me  out  of  it  into  the  houfe,  where  Doorno  AH 
Sheikdar  received  me  with  great  cordiality,  faying 
we  were  all  welcome  to  remain  with  him  for  ten 
or  twelve  days,  till  we  fhould  be  able  to  travel. 
He  immediately  ordered  every  neceffary  refrefh- 
ment  for  me,  and  treated  us  all  with  apparent  kind- 
•saefs  ;  but  I  loon  had  reafon  to  quell  ion  the  lince- 
rity  of  his  profeilions. 

I  learned  that  at  Ramoo,  which  was  diftant  about 
four  miles,  there  was  a  detachment  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  troops,  and  was  therefore  impatient  to  get 
to  this  place  ;  but  whenever  I  propofed  to  Doomo 
Ali  to  fend  us  thither,  he  urged  us  to  remain  fome 
clays  longer  where  we  were,  and  that  he  fhould 
fend  a  thirty  oared  boat  with  us  to  Calcutta.  It 
was  plain  he  wifhed  to  keep  us  from  Ramoo,  and 
this  circumftance  alone  was  enough  to  make  us 
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doubt  the  purity  of  his  intentions.  I  fufpedted, 
not  only  that  he  connived  at  the  paR,  but  that  he 
now  began  to  form  a  more  extenfive  fcheine  of  fu¬ 
ture  plunder,  with  a  view  to  his  own  advantage. 
The  cargo  was  yet  untouched,  as  it  confiRed  of 
teak-wood,  and  lying  in  the  bottom  of  the  veflel, 
adhered  in  a  mafs  to  the  rocks  on  which  the  drift¬ 
ed.  This  was  a  prize  too  tempting  for  the  Zemin¬ 
dar’s  virtue.  Why  he  wifhed  to  keep  us  fo  long 
as  ten  or  twelve  days  at  his  houfe,  I  could  not 
guefs  ;  (perhaps  a  boat  was  not  in  readinefs)  but 
it  required  little  fagacity  to  difcover  the  caufe  of 
his  unwillingnefs  to  forward  us  to  Ramoo,  as  there 
was  a  Company’s  officer  Rationed  at  that  place,  to 
whom  we  might  give  information. 

Meantime  we  were  well  treated,  that  is,  we  were 
plentifully  fupplied  with  victuals  three  times  a  day, 
and  furnifhed  with  fome  clothes.  This  was  enough 
for  my  companions,  who  were  too  much  occupied 
with  the  contraft  between  the  paR  and  the  prefent, 
to  think  of  the  future.  My  impatience,  however, 
increafed  hourly,  and  after  in  vain  trying  every 
argument  I  could  think  of  to  prevail  on  the  Ze¬ 
mindar  to  give  us  a  boat  to  Ramoo,  I  fecretly  de¬ 
termined  to  attempt  making  my  way  thither  by 
land. 


On 
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On  the  2lff,  the  Zemindar  took  me  into  a  pri¬ 
vate  room,  and,  after  many  profcffions  of  good  will, 
told  me,  that  though  he  had  no  concern  in  the 
plunder  of  the  wreck,  he  was  liable  to  be  made  re- 
fponfible  for  it  by  the  magiftrate  of  the  Iflamabad 
difiridt,  who  refid  ed  at  Chittagong.  He  therefore 
propofed  that  I  fhould  give  him  a  certificate  under 
my  hand,  ftating  that  he  had  not  taken  any  fhare 
of  the  plunder,  and  that  on  this  condition  he  would 
immediately  furnifh  me  with  a  boat  to  Ramoo,  or 
any  other  place  I  defired.  Thinking  it  fair  to  repel 
flratagem  by  flratagem,  I  affected  readily  to  fall 
in  with  his  propofal,  but,  infiead  of  the  certificate 
he  required,  I  immediately  drew  up  a  very  fhort 
fketch  of  our  late  hifiory  and  prefent  fituation, 
which  I  looked  on  as  little  better  than  a  fort  of  im- 
prifonment.  The  Zemindar,  I  knew,  could  not 
read  Englifh  ;  I  therefore  hoped  that  w7hen  he 
fhould  come  to  produce  the  fuppofed  certificate  to 
any  of  the  Englifh  Gentlemen,  he  would  be  caught 
in  his  own  fnare,  and  they  be  informed  of  our  real 
circumftances.  On  fecond  thoughts,  however,  fear¬ 
ing  fome  of  his  people  might  be  able  to  read  the 
paper,  I  withdrew  it,  and  wrote  another  in  the 
terms  prefcribed,  judging  that  any  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  Servants,  into  whole  hands  this  paper  might 
fall,  would  fend  us  afii fiance. 

-  E  2 
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The  Zemindar  feemed  much  pleafed  with  my 
compliance,  and  promifed  that  a  boat  fhould  im¬ 
mediately  he  provided ;  that  day,  however,  and  the 
next,  patted  without  any  meafures  being  taken  for 
this  purpofe.  My  certificate  produced  the  delired 
effedt,  though  not,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  in  the 
manner  I  expedted.  The  Zemindar  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  it  to  Ramoo,  gave  it  to  the  Phouge- 
dar,  (or  officer  of  the  police)  who  prefented  it  by 
miftake  for  another  paper  to  Lieutenant  Towers, 
commanding  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  Company’s 
troops  ftationed  there.  Mr.  Towers,  on  reading 
the  paper,  expreffed  fome  furprize  that  he  had  not 
fooner  been  informed  of  the  difaflrous  event  to 
which  it  related,  and,  after  making  inquiry  about 
the  fufferers,  was  ftruck  with  the  evafive  anfwers 
of  the  Phougedar.  This  led  to  further  inquiries  ; 
at  laft  Mr.'  Towers,  with  great  concern,  difcovered 
that  the  writer  of  the  certificate,  and  his  furviving 
companions,  were  then  at  the  village,  and,  he  fear¬ 
ed,  in  diflrefs.  He  therefore  gave  immediate  or¬ 
ders  for  getting  ready  a  boat  to  convey  us  to  Ra¬ 
moo  ;  none  being  at  hand,  he  walked  down  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  preffed  the  firft  he  met. 
For  our  efcort,  he  fent  a  Havildar  (native  ferjeant) 
and  two  fepoys,  bearing  a  letter,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  copy 
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Ramoo ,  July  22,  17Q5. 

u  I  have  this  moment  received  a  note  figned 
W.  Mackay,  fecond  officer  of  the  ffiip  Juno,  cer¬ 
tifying  the  lofs  of  that  ffiip.  I  am  informed  that 
the  perfon  who  wrote  the  note,  and  feveral  more, 
are  in  great  diftrefs.  I  fend  a  Havildar  and  two 
fepoys,  alfo  a  cook,  who  has  rupees,  and  will  admi- 
nilter  every  affiftance  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers, 
till  they  can  be  conveyed  to  me ;  when  I  will  do  all 
that  is  neceffiiry  for  their  comfort,  and  take  imme¬ 
diate  fteps  to  get  them  conveyed  fpeedily  to  Chit¬ 
tagong.  The  Havildar  goes  in  a  boat,  and  will  pro¬ 
cure  another  for  the  conveyance  of  the  whole  par¬ 
ty  to  this  place,  ffiould  it  be  neceffiiry. 

(Signed)  JOHN  TOWERS, 
Commanding  at  Ramoo . 

The  evening  of  the  22nd,  (being  the  third  fince 
our  arrival  at  the  village)  finding  myfelf  deceived 
by  the  promifes  of  the  Zemindar,  I  loft  all  pa¬ 
tience,  and  refolved  next  morning  to  put  in  exe¬ 
cution  the  plan  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  of 
proceeding  alone,  and  by  land,  to  Ramoo.  I  com¬ 
municated  my  defign  to  Mrs*  Bremner,  and  the 
reft  of  my  companions,  (for  we  all  meffed  together) 
and  they  agreed  to  fpare  me  part  of  their  fupper  al¬ 
lowance,  which  I  laid  up  privately,  to  enable  me 
to  fet  out  by  break  of  day. 

E  3 
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Soon  after  we  had  retired  to  reft,  the  whole 
houfe  was  alarmed  by  a  thundering  knock  at  the 
door*.  It  was  the  Havijdar  and  his  party,  who, 
in  an  imperious  tone,  and  authoritative  manner, 
demanded  admittance  ;  and  you  can  more  eafily 
conceive,  than  I  can  deferibe,  my  feelings  on  pe¬ 
rilling  Mr.  Towers’s  kind  note.  No  language  can 
do  them  juftice.  Such  was  the  eagernefs  of  this 
Gentleman  to  relieve  our  wants,  that  he  fent  us 
all  the  bread,  cold  meat,  £:c.  he  had  in  the  houfe, 
which  we  devoured  with  the  greateft  avidity,  tho’ 
we  had  fupped  not  long  before  on  rice  and  milk. 
The  agitation  of  our  fpirits  was  fo  great,  that  we 
could  not  fleep,  and,  before  day-light,  we  were 
ready  to  embark;  but  our  Havildar  would  not  fuf- 
fer  us  to  depart  till  he  had  ordered  a  fumptnous 
breakfafl,  for  which  he  faid  (producing  at  the  fame 
time  a  bag  of  rupees)  he  was  ordered  to  pay  by 
his  Commander,  This,  however,  was  unneccflary, 
as  we  had  all  been  plentifully  fupplied  with  victuals. 


After  break  fa  it  we  embarked, and  about  noon  ar¬ 


rived  fafely  at  Rarnoo.  Mr. 
to  the  river’s  tide  to  receive 


Tow  ers  earned  ow  n 
us,  and  his  feeling 


heart  feemed  deeply  affedted  with  our  ghaftly  ap¬ 
pearance,  though  we  looked  rather  to  advantage 


*  It  appears  that  they  were  not  lodged  «ft  the  Zemindar's,  but- 
at  a  houie  of  inferior  note. 
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in  the  clothes  which  he  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend 
us. 


He  immediately  conducted  us  to  his  houfe,  re- 
figned  his  own  bed-chamber  to  Mrs.  Bremner,  and 
provided  for  me  and  the  reft  as  well  as  he  could. 
He  was  himfelf  our  fervant,  our  furgeon,  and  even 
our  cook. — Nothing  could  exceed  the  tender  foli- 
citude  which  he  fhewed  to  relieve  our  wants,  and 
adminifter  to  our  comfort ;  it  did  honour  to  his  feel¬ 
ings,  and  never,  never  (hall  the'  remembrance  of 
it  be  effaced  from  my  mind.  Ramoo  is  an  obfeure 
little  town  or  village,  to  which  a  company  of  fe- 
poys  is  occafionalJy  detached  from  the  battalion  at 
Chittagong.  This  Ration,  fhunned  by  moft  of  the 
officers,  from  its  uncomfortable  fituation,  and  the 
total  want  of  fociety,  was  peculiarly  agreeable  to 
Mr.  Towers.  Poffieffing  a  talent  for  literature,  he 
there  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  opportunity  of  pur- 
fuing  it,  and  particularly  of  acquiring  the  native 
languages,  which  he  has  done  to  an  eminent  de¬ 
gree.  His  anxiety  to  adminifter  comfort  to  his 
unfortunate  guefts  was  on  this  occafton  ftrikingly 
marked.  Every  thing  in  his  power  was  done  for 
our  accommodation,  and  there  was  an  indeferib- 
able  fomething  in  his  manner,  which  more  than 
compenfated  for  every  deficiency.  He  wiffied  us 
to  remain  with  him  until  our  ftrength  fhouid  be 
perfectly  recruited,  but  was  apprehenftve  that,  after 

E  4  our 


(  56  ) 


our  recent  fufferirigs,  we  might  be  attacked  by  fe¬ 
vers  or  other  diforders,  for  which  his  medicines  and 
fkill  might  prove  infuffieient.  I  was  alfo  anxious 
to  reach  Chittagong  as  foon  as  poffible,  that  pro¬ 
per  meafures  might  be  taken  for  recovering  the 
timber,  and  whatever  elfe  could  be  faved  from  the 
wreck.  It  was  therefore  agreed  that  we  fhould 
proceed  to  Chittagong  without  delay. 

On  the  26th,  we  embarked  on  two  boats  which 
Mr.  Towers  had  provided  for  us,  and  amply  fup- 
plied  with  every  article  of  comfort  within  his  reach. 
He  alfo  fent  a  guard  of  fepoys  for  our  protection, 
and  gave  us  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Lieutenant 
Price,  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion  ftation- 
ed  there. 

We  arrived  late  in  the  evening  of  the  28th,  and 
Mr.  Price  inftantly  fent  his  palanquin  for  Mrs. 
Bremner  and  me,  and  received  us  all  with  a  degree 
of  hofpitality  and  kindnefs,  which  could  only  be 
equalled  by  that  of  Mr.  Towers.  Next  morning 
*  he  fettled  Mrs.  Bremner  at  the  houfe  of  a  widow 
lady ;  he  entertained  me  at  his  own,  and  dilpofed 
of  the  others  in  a  fuitable  manner. 

After  retting  m-yfelf  a  day,  and  being  decently 
equipped  with  clothes,  through  the  kindnefs  ©f 
Mr.  Price,  I  waited  on  George  Thompfon,  Efq. 
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Judge  and  Magiilrate  of  the  Iflamabad  diftridt,  and 
communicated  to  him  the  fubflance  of  what  has 
been  here  related,  Mr.  Thompfon  ordered  a  guard 
to  proceed  to  the  wreck,  to  prevent  further  depre¬ 
dations,  and  diredted  me  to  draw  up  a  Iketch  of 
the  principal  fadts  and  circumftances  of  the  lofs  of 
the  ffiip,  to  which  myfelf  and  fome  more  of  the 
furvivors  ffiould  make  affidavit,  for  the  fatisfadlion 
of  the  owners,  and  all  concerned.  Accordingly  I 
wrote  fuch  a  narrative,  and  Mrs.  Bremner,  Thomas 
Johnfon  the  gunner,  and  myfelf,  being  the  only 
Chriftians  faved,  were  folemnly  fworn  to  the  truth 
of  it  before  Mr.  Thompfon,  by  whom  our  affida¬ 
vit  was  entered  in  the  public  regiiter.  I  forward¬ 
ed  an  attefted  copy  of  this  affidavit  to  the  owners, 
at  Madras,  and  allured  them  that  as  foon  as  I  was 
able  I  ffiould  return,  with  proper  affiftance,  to  the 
wreck,  to  land  the  timber,  and  whatever  might  re¬ 
main  of  the  copper  and  iron  work  of  the  ffiip. 

My  friend  the  Portugueze  pedlar,  having  in¬ 
formed  me  that  his  wife  lived  here,  and  having  alfo 
diredled  me  to  a  Padre,  (or  prieft)  from  whom  I 
ffiould  hear  of  her,  I  could  not  negledt  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  teftifying  my  gratitude  to  my  benefadtor 
by  enquiring  for  his  wife.  I  accordingly  called 
on  the  Padre  ;  and  was  truly  concerned  to  learn 
that  ffie  had  died  a  few  days  before.  She  left  no 
family. 
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Judging  it  a  duty  I  owed  to  my  employers  to 
do  my  utmoft  for  their  intereft,  I  had  early  formed 
the  defign  of  returning  to  the  wreck,  to  fave  as 
much  as  poffible  of  their  property  without  any 
view  to  my  own  advantage;  and  I  was  now  in¬ 
formed  that  the  law  would  entitle  me  to  a  certain 
falvage :  for,  having  quitted  the  fhip  after  doing 
my  duty  as  long  as  any  chance  remained  of  faying 
her,  I  muft  now  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  an 
indifferent  perfon. 

Generous  living  at  the  hofpitable  table  of  Mr, 
Price,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  fettlement,  had, 
before  the  expiration  of  a  week,  recruited  my 
ftrength  fo  much  beyond  expectation,  that  I  had 
no  reafon  to  apprehend  any  ill  confequences  to  my 
health  from  the  undertaking.  I  therefore  hired  a 
boat,  carpenters,  Lafcars,  and  Coolies,  (or  porters) 
to  accompany  me,  and,  after  having  received  every 
neceffary  abidance  from  Meffrs.  Price  and  Thomp- 
fon,  I  embarked  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  Au- 
guft,  and  on  the  1 2th  arrived  at  Ramoo.  Here  I 
reded  a  day  with  my  much  edeemed  friend,  Mr. 
Towers,  and,  on  the  14th,  began  my  journey  by 
land  towards  Juno’s  Bay,  (for  fo  I  named  it)  but, 
though  I  travelled  in  a  palanquin,  it  was  the  17th 
before  I  reached  the  Bay, 
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Immediately  on  my  arrival,  I  got  two  temporary 
huts  eredted,  an  operation  at  which  the  people  of 
that  country  are  very  expert,  and  which  they  per¬ 
form  in  the  following  manner : — They  eredt  two 
bamboos  for  ftandards  at  the  extreme  ends  of  the 
building,  on  which  they  lay  a  long  pole  for  a  ridge  ; 
they  then  take  fmall  bamboos,  giving  them  a  cut 
in  the  middle,  and  bending  them  into  an  angle, 
and  thefe  they  lay  over  the  ridge  pole.  Above  all 
they  place  branches  of  the  ground  rattan,  which 
makes  an  excellent  thatch.  Little  was  done  the 
firft  week,  owing  to  the  inceflant  rains,  but  after 
thefe  had  abated,  I  got  on  tolerably  well,  and  by 
the  6th  of  October,  I  had  all  the  timber  landed  and 
piled  up.  I  then  burnt  the  remains  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  Juno,  to  come  at  the  iron-work,  which, 
having  carefully  colledted,  I  left  the  Gunner  with 
a  guard  in  charge  of  the  whole,  and  took  my  de¬ 
parture  for  Chittagong. 

During  my  flay  at'  Juno’s  Bay,  I  again  expe¬ 
rienced  the  unremitting  attentions  of  Mr.  Towers, 
who  regularly  (applied  myfelf  and  people  with  pro- 
vifions,  and  every  other  neceffary.  He  forwarded 
letters  from  my  friends,  and  others  from  the  owners, 
appointing  Herbert  Harris,  Efq.  of  the  honourable 
Company’s  civil  fervice,  and  me,  joint  Attorneys 
far  the  difpofal  of  their  property. 
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On  my  arrival  at  Chittagong,  I  correfponded 
with  my  colleague,  Mr.  Harris,  on  the  fubjedt,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  difpoling  of  the  timber  to  great 
advantage  there,  when  I  received  a  fecond  letter 
from  the  owners,  directing  me  to  deliver  up  the 
whole  property  to  Captain  Galloway,  of  the  Reite¬ 
ration,  then  lying  in  Juno’s  Bay  for  that  purpofe. 

I  accordingly  hurried  down  once  more  to  the 
Bay ;  by  the  25th  of  November  I  fhipped  every 
thing  on  board  the  Reftoration,  and  took  my  paf- 
fage  in  her  for  Calcutta,  where  I  arrived  the  12th 
of  December,  1 7Q5. 

v  (  t  jjh  J 

Having  brought  my  Narrative  thus  far,  a  delire 
will  naturally  arife  in  your  mind  to  know  the  fate 
of  my  companions  in  misfortune.  -Mrs.  Bremner 
recovered  her  health  and  fpirits,  and  is  lince 
well  married.  My  faithful  Boy,  whom  I  would 
gladly  have  taken  to  fea  with  me  again,  exprelTed 
fo  much  averlion  to  undertake  another  voyage, 
that  I  reludtantly  left  him  at  Chittagong,  where 
he  has  no  doubt  embraced  fome  other  profeffion. 

One  of  the  two  men  left  behind  at  Juno’s  Bay, 
died  foon  after,  as  I  have  lince  learnt  from  his 
companion,  the  perfon  already  mentioned  as  la¬ 
bouring  under  a  fevere  illnefs  at  the  commence¬ 
ment,  and  which  continued  without  intermiffion 
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during  the  whole  courfe  of  our  fufferings.  Every 

relief  which  the  nature  of  our  dtuation  permitted 
us  to  adminider  to  his  diftrefs,  was  attentively  ap¬ 
plied,  but  in  vain  ;  the  obdinate  nature  of  his 
complaint  refitted  every  remedy,  and  there  being 
no  hofpital  at  Chittagong,  I  carried  him  with  me 
on  board  the  Reiteration,  and  placed  him  in  the1 
hofpital  at  Calcutta,  where,  I  am  forty  to  fay,  I 
left  him  in  much  the  fame  date  as  when  he  was 
at  fir  ft  delivered  from  the  wreck.  Of  Mrs.  B  rem¬ 
it  er's  mJid,  and  the  reft  of  the  party,  I  can  com¬ 
municate  no  certain  information. 

i 

Before  I  conclude,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve, 
that  of  the  fadts  above  dated  I  have  a  clear,  dif- 
tindt,  and  particular  recolledtion,  up  to  the  id  of 
July  ;  but  the  interval  from  that  day  to  the  3  0th, 
when  we  drd  faw  the  land,  is  greatly  perplexed 
and  obfeured,  excepting  as  to  the  incidents  of  the 
two  fathers  and  their  two  dying  boys,  of  which  the 
imprefdon  is  too  powerful  to  be  effaced.  How 
then,  it  may  be  aiked,  was  it  podible  to  afeertain 
the  lapfe  of  time  during  that  dreadful  interval? 
The  fadt  is,  on  the  {hip’s  going  down,  having  the 
profpedf  of  remaining  long  in  our  difmal  dtuation, 
inany  of  us  began  to  reckon  the  days  and  nights  by 
cutting  notches  on  the  mad,  or  tying  knots  on  a 
rope-yarn.  As  individuals  dropped,  this  reckoning 
was  interrupted,  didurbed,  and  at  length  lod.  But 
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on  getting  afhore,  memor/ was  gradually  reftored, 
and  an  accurate  meafurement  of  time  obtained. 
We  knew  exadtly  the  number  of  days  which  we 
palled  on  the  road  from  the  wreck  to  Ramoo. 
Thefe  being  fubtradted  from  the  date  of  our  arri¬ 
val  at  that  place,  afcertains  that  of  our  gaining  the 
land,  and  the  day  when  our  difafter  commenced 
was  too  memorable  to  be  miftaken  by  any  one  of 
us. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Father, 

Your  dutiful  and  affedtionate  Son, 
WILLIAM  MACKAY* 
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